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DFG - National research collection system
SSG Sondersammelgebietsplan


• System  started after WW2, but longer tradition
• Every book of research interest in at least one


German library
• DFG-grant for the foreign material (66%)
• More than 20 leading Libraries and a lot of 


smaller special libraries are supported
• National central libraries for Medicine, Technic


and Economy complete the system
• High Granularity
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Special Research Collections
The Göttingen example
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2003


 DFG-grant : Additional library expenses without staff costs


63%


37%


DFG-Mittel
Anteil Bibliotheken
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 2003


DFG - grant : library expenses (staff costs included)


32%


68%


DFG-Mittel
Anteil Bibliotheken
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Some Results


• Successfull incentive system for local
investment in addition to central grants


• Positive aspect for the university: Complete
collection with similar costs as the „normal“ 
library


• Growing percentage of the budget is allocated
for the special collection if the budget is
reduced, price increases ore lower exchange
rates make higher expenses necessary


• hidden staff costs
• High percentage of library investment –local


discussions about library involvement ( eg
Tübingen - oriental studies)
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Advantages of the system


Quality and 
completeness of this
national system seems to 
be internationally unique


accountable local costs


Shared selection
system with distributed
subject specialists


Shared budgeting
system
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Drawbacks


• Growing costs for the DFG-budget
• Freiburg  Evaluation study on 


deduplication                         
– duplications between the granted libraries


are not important
• Münster Evaluation study


– Unique holdings in selected SSGs
– -monographs 19.7 – 41.5 %
– journals 18.2 – 54 %
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Development of SSG-L-System
(DFG green paper – DBV-SSG-L group)


• Collection management
– Monographs 
– Journals
– Services 
– Electronic Material 


• Virtual Libraries
• DFG-green paper - SSG-L group of the


DBV (German Library Association, Division 4 -
Research Libraries)
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Collection management 
Monographs


• SSG-library as subject of collection
management - Fascinating idea- but
- No responsibility of SSG-L for collection policy of 


other libraries: no chance of managing the
sustainibility of the system


– Acquisition of unique material is unmanagable for
monographs


– Grants for unique material only will increase  the
costs of the SSG-L 


– The high investment into acquisition and staff for the
national special collections are not affordable without
a sufficient percentage of grants


• It seems meaningfull to develop collection
mapping strategies
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Collection mapping projects


• SCONE Scottish collection network extension:
– description to detect strong collections


• RSLP Collection Description
• Fabian 


- detailled description of historical holdings in Germany 
and of German holdings in european countries


• OCLC/LACEY
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OCLC/LACEY in Illinois


• 86 Libraries in Illinois
• 24,236,238 titles
• Data Pulled from OCLC Records in July, 2003
• Individual Passwords for each library
• Dewey and LC Analyses


– Dewey is mapped to LC and LC to Dewey.
– All Dewey in LC, all LC in Dewey.
– Mapped by call number.
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OCLC/LACEY Results


• Title and Date, Overlap, Uniqueness 
Reports


• 24 Divisions, 500 Categories, over 5,000 
subject headings, and 32 languages


• Charts
• Download to Excel for even fancier 


reports and charts







15


What questions can OCLC/LACEY
answer?


• Comparison of collections to find out who 
has the strongest, or the weakest 
collections.


• Identify Unique Collections 
• Identify Collections that Need Help
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OCLC/LACEY Types of Analysis


• Analysis by Date and Subject
• Overlap Analysis


– Mapped by Title, Author, and Date.
• Uniqueness Analysis


– Unique in the state.  Mapped by Title, Author, 
and Date.
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Collection mapping project –first draft
(monographs)


1. Develop subject OPACS of SSG-holdings ore
(as a first step) collected lists of the SSG-
acquisitions eg of the last decade


2. Comparison with holdings of other ILL-libraries
3. Use of these data for the discussion of 


alternative collection management policies in 
subjects with high demand (big number of 
students and researchers) and low demand.


• Start with a small set of subjects
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ILL and DD in Germany


Münster SSG-evaluation study
23.8 % of ILL/DD via SSG-L
• ILL-workflow


1. Use of local material first (local departmental
libraries with special research collections included)


2. Regional holdings
3. National holdings


Outside this ILL system:      
Book- and document delivery via SUBITO directly to 


the enduser
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Regional Union Catalogue
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On line ordering for ILL







21







22


Subito – direct document delivery
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ILL- SUBITO
Complementary services ore competitors?


SUBITO
Small number of service
providers
User makes choice of 
delivering library
Direct delivery
Pay per use for every
user


ILL
Distributed, national 
collection as last 
resource
System decides
delivering library
Delivery via local library
Free of charge ore small
fee for local user
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Collection management for Journals 
(DFG-Green paper)


• Sufficient subscriptions for special research
• Coordination and compensation as task of the


SSG-L
– automatic statistics about hodings via ZDB/EZB
– optimising of distribution
– actuality and precision


• Reduce DFG-grant on titles with to small
number of subscriptions
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Collection management 
(Databases - Journals)


SSG-library as 
provider of the
national licence ?


SSG-library fully
functional


ILL ore DD 
depending from the
licence


Interlibrary loan or
copy (DD)


Electronic
Library as licency


Print
Library as owner
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SSG 2  Law
Gale 
The Making of Modern Law 
SSG 6,25 6,25  Eastern Asia and South 
East Asia
Tsinhua Tongfang Optical Discs Ltd., Beijing
China Academic Journals 1994 – 2004
SSG 7,41  Russia
IDC Publishers
ComIntern Archives Online 


- SB Berlin
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SSG 6,12 Classical studies  
(BSB München)


Brepols-Verlag
Aristoteles Latinus Database (+ SSG 5,1 Philosophie)
Europa Sacra (personengesch. Verz.: Eubel und Gams) 
(+ SSG 1 Theologie)
Library of Latin Texts (CLCLT-5)
Ut per litteras apostolicas (Briefe der Päpste des 13. u. 
14. Jh.)
Vetus Latina Database
ProQuest Verlag
Acta Sanctorum
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SSG 7,21 German Language and 
Literature


UB Frankfurt/M
ProQuest Verlag
Die deutsche Lyrik (in Reclams Universalbibliothek)


Belser Wiss. Dienst Ltd. Roscommon, Ireland
Deutschsprachige Frauenliteratur des 18. & 19. 
Jahrhunderts
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SSG 7,25 Great Britain and Ireland (1)
SUB Göttingen


Belser Wiss. Dienst Ltd. Roscommon, Ireland


English Language Women’s Literature of the 18th & 19th 
Centuries
Ireland related Fictions of the 18th & 19th Centuries


National Fictions of Scotland , 18th & 19th Centuries


Rare Gothic Novels of the 18th & 19th Centuries


Wales related Fiction of the Romantic Period
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SSG 7,25 Great Britain and Ireland (2)
SUB Göttingen


Gale 
Eighteenth Century Collections Online
The Times Digital Archive, 1785-1985 (+ SSG 8 
Geschichte, Allgemeines; 26 Ausländ. Zeitungen))


Oxford University Press
Dictionary of National Biography (ODNB)
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SSG 7,25 Great Britain and Ireland (3)
SUB Göttingen


ProQuest
Drama Collection: (+ SSG 7,26 Nordamerika)
English Verse Drama (MA-19. Jh.), English Prose drama (Renaissance –
19. Jh.)
American Drama (18. – frühes 20. Jh.), 20th Century Drama
Fiction Collection: (+ SSG 7,26 Nordamerika)
Early American Fiction (1789-1875), Early English Prose Fiction (1500-
1700),
Eighteenth Century Fiction, Nineteenth Century Fiction, Literary Theory
Poetry Collection (+ SSG 7,26 Nordamerika)
American Poetry (17.-19. Jh.), 20th Century American Poetry, African 
American Poetry (1760-1900), 20th Century African American Poetry, 
Canadian Poetry (17.-20. Jh.), The W.B. Yeats Collection
The Gerritsen Collection – Women’s History Online (1543-1945) 
(+SSG 7,26 Nordamerika, SSG 8 Geschichte, Allgemeines)
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SSG 7,26 NorthAmerica (History)
SUB Göttingen


Gale
Declassified Documents Reference System 
Database


ProQuest
Digital National Security Archive 
(+ SSG History, SBB Munich)


Readex/Newsbank
Early American Imprints
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Collection Management 


National licences


• Free access
• Pay per view
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Development of SSG-System              
( DFG Green paper)


• Benchmarking of contributing libraries:
- Service level for ILL and DD
- Internet information system (virtual


libraries) 
• Reduce granularity
• Development Virtual Research Libraries


- With wider subjects
- New services
- National licenses
- Retrodigitisation
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Digitisation
• Digizeitschriften
• 12 SSG-L
• About 60 titles of 12 subjects
• Selection of titles via the research


community
• About 3 million pages (actually 1.5 mio


in the internet)
• Federated offer with integratrion into EZB 


and subject oriented services
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http://www.DigiZeitschriften.de
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Future development of SSG-L
(DBV  Proposals)


• Service oriented not collection oriented
• Visible for the enduser


- Joint marketing
• But not competing with local and regional 


services
• Embedding of SSG-L-/ Virtual Library-


Services into local services
- National licences for databases and journals
- Subject oriented OPACs
- Electronic services via EZB
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Virtual Research Library


Cooperative Development
• of new Internet – Services
- Union Catalogue of Websites
- Grey Literature (Archiving of electronic


instead of print versions)
- OAI repositories for research communities
• Building of Virtual Collection
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Virtual Libraries - Sciences


Virtual Library of
Engineering


Virtual Library of
Medicine


Virtual Library of
Pharmacy


Virtual Library of
Physics


Virtual Library of
Veterinary Medicine


Virtual Library of
Geography, Maps and Mining


try out:


Virtual Library of
Wood-Technology


see Institute of 
Wood 


Technology
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Virtual Libraries - Humanities


Social Science
Virtual Library


Virtual Library of
Psychology


Politics and Peace Guide


Middle East Virtual Library
MENALIB


Virtual Library of
History


CLIO-Online 


Virtual Library of
Economy and Business


Virtual Library of History
(Early Modern History)


Virtual Library of
the History of


Eastern Europe


Virtual Library of
Dutch Culture


Virtual Library of
Contemporary Art


Virtual Library of
Anglo-American Culture


try out:Virtual Library of
Romanic Languages


try out:


as well as
information


on the project


Virtual Library of
Law


try out:Virtual Library of
Ibero-America


Virtual Library of
Ethnology


try out:•
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Vascoda Metasearch


databases Online Contents
SSG Anglistik


BSB
OPAC


Online Contents
SSG Geschichte


VD17 Kluwer,
Thieme, 
...


Vascoda portal


Metasearch


Network-and
Library portals


Metasearch


Subject
portals


VLIBVLIB-- AACAAC


Metasearch
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The Vision :                           
Vascoda search engine


vascoda-
search engine


(collections) ECONIS SSG WiWi GetInfo VD17 ...


Indexing


vascoda-portal Network- and 
Libraryportals


Subject
portal


Databases ECONIS
Online Contents  


SSG WiWi
VD17 ...GetInfo
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The LIBER - Vision 
Cooperative Management  of Internetservices 


European Level


• open access (like NEREUS)
• (subject)-cataloguing of the Internet
• longterm archiving


LIBER will help to find the right partners
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Thank you for your interest


Elmar Mittler
mittler@mail.sub.uni-


goettingen.de
http://www.sub.uni-goettingen.de
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General


Gale/Saur
World Biographical Informations System 


Oxford University Press
Oxford Reference Online


ProQuest
Periodical Contents Index Collections 1-4
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