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Burning libraries? 
    Bibliothèques qui brûlent 
    Mettre le feu aux bibliothèques 



    Struggle, victory, hope 
         Planning & development 
               Disillusion & protest 
                    The library profession reacts        
                    Scholarly analysis 
            Can we learn from this? 
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Soweto, 16 June 1976 

 

Hector Pieterson in the arms 

of Mbuyisa Nkita Makhubu, 

his sister, Antoinette Musi, 

running alongside.  
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Struggle 



February 11, 
1990 
 

Nelson Mandela released 
from prison 
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Victory 



May 9, 1994 

F.W. De Klerk and 
Nelson Mandela at 
Mandela's 
inauguration 
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Hope 
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Reconstruction & development 

RDP document: Principles 

ÅPeace & security 

ÅNation-building 

ÅGrowth, development, reconstruction, 
redistribution, reconciliation 

ÅDemocratization  

Socialist & neoliberal elements 
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ñRDP housesò 
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What about libraries? 
 
Librarians ñinserted themselvesò into policy 
processes (1990s): 
NEPI: National educational Policy Initiative 
IPET: Implementation Proposals for Education & 
Training 
ACTAG:  Arts and Culture Advisory Group  



 
Government announcement, 2005: 

   
    ZAR 1.000.000.000  

    (ú 90.000.000) 
 

Allocated for public library        
development over three years. 

 
 


