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The Science and Technology Committee

e Looks at Government’'s work/policy on
science and technology-related issues

e Ranges quite widely: looks at work of many
Government departments

e Makes recommendations to Government

e Government has no obligation to implement
recommendations, but often does

e Increases visibility of important issues





A word on the Committee...
«
e \When Parliament was dissolved before the
Election, the Committee ceased to exist

e Committee is expected to be re-established
before the summer recess

e Membership decided by Whips on basis of
party proportions

e No guarantee that the new Committee will
pursue same issues, although hopeful
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What did the inquiry look at?
S

e \Was the market for scientific publications was
working well?

e How did trends in journal pricing affect libraries and
other users?

e The impact of new publishing trends on the scientific
process

e \What provisions were in place to support a secure
national archive?

e The risk to the integrity of journals posed by scientific
fraud and malpractice





Guiding principles
—

e Journal articles play a vital role in
disseminating research findings, and thereby
shaping further research

e |t is important that researchers should have
ready access to journal articles

e The Government should ensure that the
publishing process gives it value for money
given significant outlay of public funds





Findings 1: self-archiving
o]
e Research funders should mandate funded
researchers to self-archive their papers

e Need for a joined-up repository initiative,
allowing single-site searching and access

e Need to address quality-assurance issues,
perhaps with “kite-marking”

e Need to overcome copyright barriers
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Findings 2: “author-pays”
SR

e Early indications that it could work, but
further investigation needed

e Government should facilitate this work —
Research Councils should make funds
available for authors to experiment

e Sticking points: “free-riders”, learned
societies, copyright and, in certain contexts,

peer review





The Government Response
-

e Nothing to prevent development of
Institutional repositories

e Nothing to encourage or coordinate them
either

e Decided against “author-pays” without
allowing further experimentation

e No recognition of the problems faced by
libraries





The Special Report
c

e Committee was dissatisfied with Government
Response — took unusual step of issuing a
further Report

e The Government’'s Response to this further
Report showed no further inclination to
develop a new policy Iin this area

e Lack of Government engagement surprising
given importance given to issue elsewhere





Looking ahead...
0]
e Wellcome Trust has endorsed self-archiving

e Some publishers allow self-archiving,
although Report highlights limitations

e Data sharing: developments at Medical
Research Council

e Google
e Developments abroad
e Possible work by new Committee





House of Commons Science and
Technology Committee

www.parliament.uk/s&tcom
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