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Overview of presentation


• Context and background
• A slow beginning
• Current membership
• Governance of Nereus
• Content is king
• Is it a portal?
• Nereus 3-year plan 2005-08
• Key content priorities
• Benefits for researchers and librarians







Context and background


• 2 DECOMATE projects in the 1990s
• Creating an early portal (it later became iPort)
• Customisation features
• Access to third party content
• Proof of concept
• Not enough accessible content 
• More European partners needed







A slow beginning


• DEC partners decided to keep going
• EC funding sought – FP6
• But single subjects were out
• So partners funded Nereus
• Started summer 2002
• Nereus manager appointed April 2003
• Tilburg provide technical support







Current membership


• From 6 members in 2002 to 12 now
• Major economics research libraries:
• UK: LSE (lead site), Oxford, University 


College London, Warwick 
• NL: Tilburg and Erasmus Rotterdam 
• BEL: ULB and Leuven 
• DE: Kiel World Economics Institute
• IR: University College Dublin 
• FR: Sciences-Po 
• AUS: Vienna Univ of Econs and Bus Admin







Governance of Nereus


• Steering Committee meets 4 times a year –
director and deputy director level 


• Operational Group meets 24 hours before 
Steering Committee – information specialist 
and technical librarian level


• Dinner the evening between bonds us 
together


• Nereus Manager attends both meetings
• Each partner brings its own strengths
• Scientific Advisory Board (SAB)







Content is king


• Main lesson of DECOMATE – you need 
masses of content


• In different formats (not just e-articles)
• Commercial content is not easy to 


share across boundaries (licences)
• LSE offers free access to IBSS Online
• Working papers and e-prints fit the bill







Is it a portal?


• Aim was for one Nereus portal (using iPort)
• But members were establishing their own 


institutional or library portals
• So technical portal development stopped
• Now we harvest content from other portals
• Libraries can import into their own portals
• Content is freely available 
• Key is to bring it together meaningfully











Nereus 3-year plan 2005-08


• Agreed by St Cttee in April 2005
• With concrete outcomes and timescales
• Members volunteer to lead/participate
• Examples are:


Solid partnerships with Econbiz,  
RePEc, SOSIG (by year 2)
User requirements study (in year 1)
Repository of economics e-prints reaches 
90 articles (by year 1)







More examples from 3-year 
plan
• Portlets developed for specific Nereus 


search services (in years 1-3)
• Technical guidance created for 


integration of Nereus resources 
(ongoing)


• Nereus working paper service (year 1)
• Data on use of Nereus services (in 


years 2-3)







Key content priorities


• Economists Online: the Nereus digital 
repository


• Nereus working papers service –
complementing RePEc, not competing 
with it; using working papers from 
member universities and ultimately from 
further afield (eg USA)







Economists Online (EO)


• Started as SURF-funded IR project in the 
Netherlands (Tilburg-led 2004-05)


• Other Nereus members joined in 
• New Nereus members will join EO
• EO fits the current trend in digital repositories 


that is sweeping the academic world
• Institutional, subject, international
• Versions project next (LSE-led 2005-2007)























Benefits for researchers


• Managed one-stop access to European 
research material in economics


• Some of it available through various other 
means, some of it new (eg specially digitised 
for EO), all of it together


• An additional shop window for their research
• Endorsement by their peers (SAB)







Benefits for Nereus libraries


• Sharing expertise of staff from major 
economics research libraries (content and 
technical)


• Pooling of resources and skills for efficiency
• Exchange of experience, best practice, 


standards
• Development of information and technical 


staff in an international context
• Shared projects (EO, Versions)







And finally …


• We are seeking more major economics 
research libraries to join


• Especially from Italy, Spain and the accession 
countries


• Annual subscription is 5,000 euros
• And you have to participate actively
• See our website at 


http://www.nereus4economics.info
• Or contact Vanessa Proudman at 


v.m.proudman@uvt.nl



http://www.nereus4economics.info/
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