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international comparison of predictions
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1. Trends in library buildings

= trends in storage buildings

= alternative storage solutions
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2. Trends in publishing and future shape of collections

= international comparison of predictions
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International Comparative Study

http://www.bl.uk/about/collectioncare/digpres1.html

Questions

What is your expert view of the suitability of digital as a long-
term preservation archival surrogate for print where the identical
content is available in parallel formats?

If the content is available in parallel formats, do you currently
choose to keep the print format or the digital format or both for
preservation purposes?

In your expert view do you foresee this situation changing in the
next five years?
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Key findings from International Comparative Study

Digital is currently an unsuitable format for long term archival
preservation

All libraries are experiencing a growth in printed collections and all
are continuing to make additional storage provision for this growth

The preservation of the print publication as ‘artefact’ is becoming
an increasingly important factor, whereby the look and feel of the
print format has intrinsic value for future research

Similarly, safeguarding the authenticity of the national published
output for legal and research purposes are reasons for collecting
and retaining the print format
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3. Professional and political developments
Collaborative collection development

Collaborative storage
CASS
White Rose Consortium
CURL/BL study

Research Information Network
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4. Recent technical developments

British Library storage programme
operationally full in 2006/7
collections grow by 12 km per year

Future developments





BRITISH LIBRARY STORAGE PRINCIPLES

I:
D
==
o

m-(

BL Property Strategy
two site strategy
any new storage at Boston Spa
high use, high value at St Pancras

new storage to increase percentage of collections in
satisfactory environment

Any move of stock should result in better storage

Any move should maintain (and improve) service
standards to users

Any new building should
deliver a sustainable facility
deliver additional storage for best value for money
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Not a question or storing EITHER digital OR print

but BOTH for the foreseeable future

Many hybrid public / private storage alternatives / possible
collaborative storage

Collection storage borrowing from retail, supermarket,
warehousing sector
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