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Goal


• To provide 
– Worldwide exposure for Europe's 


institutionally-created research assets
– Leading to enhancing visibility and increasing 


research impact







Aims
• Explore the creation of an Open Access  


European full-text e-theses hub for: 
– Deposit
– Discovery
– Use 
– Long-term care 


• Alignment in several critical areas:
– With institutional and national e-theses developments 


across Europe
– With the wider open access repository movement







Objectives - 1
• Build the DART-Europe Repository


– Enables centrally-hosted repository services to be offered 
– Leverages economies of scale 


• Create the DART-Europe E-theses Portal
– Will include e-theses metadata derived from local institutional/consortial 


repositories
– Will include metadata from the DART-Europe Repository


• Create an e-theses management toolkit
– Support acquisition activity 
– Support deposit 


• Publish "best practice" guidelines 
– E-theses management 
– Metadata standards 
– Quality
– Copyright
– Digital rights management







Objectives - 2
• Examine the life-cycle of theses in non-traditional 


formats
• Enable long-term storage and preservation in a trusted 


digital repository
• Identify and address multi-lingual issues 
• Secure external funding for medium-term
• Construct a business model for long-term sustainability 
• Disseminate widely the work of the project 
• Vigorously advocate open access, repository-oriented 


approaches to e-theses management and the DART-
Europe services







Technology


• DART-Europe will act as a technology bridge 
between researchers whose institutions and/or 
countries have existing repository 
infrastructures, and those whose do not
– Institutions and countries with OAI-compliant 


repositories will engage to expose their e-theses 
through the DART-Europe E-theses Portal


– DART-Europe will also provide the repository platform 
and services to enable institutions and countries 
without a repository infrastructure to expose and 
deliver e-theses







Toolkit


• An e-theses management toolkit, to facilitate the 
management of e-theses within existing 
institutional administrative processes, will be 
developed
– Supplemented by guidelines to e-theses managers in 


areas such as metadata, copyright and digital rights 
management in a European context


– Demonstrate digital preservation services
– Identify sustainable business model to underpin long-


term development of its services 







Governance


• Partnership approach
– UK:


• UCL (University College London) (Lead) 
• Dartington College of Arts (Lead) 
• Oxford University


– Ireland: 
• Trinity College Dublin


– Corporate partner:
• ProQuest Information and Learning


– Expand partnership to existing European e-theses 
consortia and other key institutions







Phase 1- Activities
• Evaluate existing e-theses technologies 
• Establish DART-Europe Repository
• Establish DART-Europe E-theses Portal
• Create e-theses management toolkit and management 


guidelines
• Demonstrate preservation services
• Explore multilingual aspects of project 
• Disseminate progress through a project website and 


appropriate conferences and publications 
• Commencement: June, 2005
• Duration: 18 months







Phase 2 - Activities
• Focus on broadening the DART-Europe 


partnership across Europe
– Emphasis to be placed on new EU accession 


countries
• Continue to develop and enhance services 
• Scoping studies, recommendations, and other 


outputs from phase 1 will be taken forward
• Further work on multilingual aspects of the 


project 
• External funding will be required


– Funding sources to be explored include the European 
Commission







LIBER and DART-Europe


• Endorsement from LIBER will be sought 
as the pan-European library consortium
– LIBER is seen as body that is best positioned 


to provide input into the leadership and 
direction of the project


– In harmony with existing LIBER goal / vision
• Project website at 


http://www.dartington.ac.uk/dart/index.asp
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