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Introduction


• Safeguarding the Danish cultural heritage


• Involved: Archives, museums and libraries


• Two working committees


• 8 months to produce the report
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Today’s Agenda


1. Background for the project


2. Working conditions of the committees 
involved


3. Recommendations of the final report


4. The impact
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• Widespread concern about cultural heritage
• Existing safeguarding plans
• Strong warnings from libraries:


- Royal Library: print material
- State & University Library: AV-material
- Joint warning: Internet material


• Political interest
• Preliminary report on digital material
• Hearing in “Folketinget” 


Background
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Results of the Hearing


Measures taken by the Cultural Ministry:
• To work out an account of the situation for the cultural 


heritage


• To produce a cross-domain strategy, including:
1. A description of present activities
2. An estimation of immediate and long-term needs
3. An account for alternative safeguarding strategies
4.     A prioritization of the needs of safeguarding and 


conservation
5. An evaluation of the suitability of applied strategies, 


including  legal foundations and technology
6.     A thorough overview of financial consequences
7.     An estimation of the possibilities for strengthening inter-


institutional cooperation
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Two Committees Behind the Report


1. Physical cultural heritage committee
2. Electronic heritage +AV-material committee
Committee members:


• Representatives from institutions within the archive-, 
museum-, and library sectors


• Each committee was headed by one of the two 
heads of departments in the ministry


• Erland Kolding Nielsen represented the Royal Library
in “the physical committee”


• I represented the State & University Library in the 
“digital committee”







LIBER-CONFERENCE, SKT. PETERSBORG 7


Introduction


Background


Committee
Work


Final Report


Impact


Conditions and Problems
The tasks:


• Presenting different scenarios for future 
safeguarding strategies


• At least one scenario within existing budget


Differences between the two committees’ tasks:


• Museums, archives and libraries had different 
problems to solve


• The “digital committee” had more 
homogenised problems to solve than the “print 
committee”
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Premises and Methods in the “Digital Committee”
- Analysis of Digital & AV- Materials


Drawing upon previous experience :


• Two specialists from the State & University 
Library presented the members with a state-of -
the art report for handling digital material, 
based on international
standards


• A report on digitization of radio- and TV-
archives by the State & University Library & the 
Danish National Broadcasting Corporation


• Ongoing pilot study on web-archiving


• Eminent cooperation with The Royal Library & 
their experts
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Recommendations in the Final Report


• Focus on
- Collecting
- Safeguarding
- Access


• Closer cross-sectorial cooperation


• Adjusting existing legislation
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Recommendations: Physical Material


• Strengthened cooperation, 
especially between museums


• Guidelines for preservation and 
conservation


• Establishment of deacidification
facilities


• Improvement of storage facilities 
for national cultural institutions
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Recommendations: Digital/AV- Material
#1 General


• Principles from the Legal Deposit Law to apply 
to all types of material


• For internet material: A combination of….
- Cross section harvesting 4 times a year
- One event-based collection a year
- Complete harvesting of 80 websites


• For radio & TV:
- Depositing nationwide broadcasts
- Collecting local radio/TV broadcasts twice a year


• Initiating digitization of analogue material
• Cooperation with international centres and 


institutions
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Recommendations: Digital/AV- Material 
#2 Access


• Main principle: Access to the whole 
national heritage


• In practice: Some limitations
• Legal deposit material accessible at 


deposit libraries
• Broader access for researchers through 


restricted (closed) online networks
• “Open access internet material” kept 


accessible
• “Restricted internet material” accessible 


from deposit libraries
• Radio/TV more complicated
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Recommendations: Digital/AV- Material 
#3 Organisational Consequences


• Institutional structure unchanged


• No common steering body


• Steering committee for digital heritage


• National web-archiving centre







LIBER-CONFERENCE, SKT. PETERSBORG 14


Introduction


Background


Committee
Work


Final Report


Impact


Recommendations: Digital/AV- Material 
#4 Financial Scenarios


• 3 financial scenarios


• One cost neutral scenario, including revision of 
the Legal Deposit Law


• “20 Mio DKK a year”- scenario
to ensure new activities
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Recommendations: Digital/AV- Material 
#5 Legal Consequences


Revision of:


• The Legal Deposit Law (highest priority)


• The Copyright Law


• The Film Law


• The Radio/TV Law
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• Broad acceptance of the final report


• Political interest in safeguarding activities


• Strengthened cooperation


• Great step forward for safeguarding cultural 
heritage


The Impact
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• Improved storage facilities are ensured


• New (revised) Legal Deposit Law is on its way


• Plans for web-archiving centre run by the 
libraries


• Still problems with the question of access


STILL, OPTIMISM PREVAILS


The Situation Today
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