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Not an autobiographical sketch of my 
professional life.


Just a few pictures of the Uppsala academic 
environment
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Core Legal Issues for Libraries


• Acquisition contracts


• Copyright


• Constitutional law on freedom of expression 
and information


• Administrative law on publicly governed 
libraries and universities


• Other fields of law
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Acquisition Contracts


Fixed prices with a slight reduction based on 
volume v. Prices negotiated on individually 
or in consortia 


The rules and binding force in contracts 
negotiated on behalf of members in a 
consortium


Pick your own seller individually v. Legal 
tender for mass acquisition through a limited 
number of sellers – monographs, periodicals, 
e-media
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Copyright Law
Two different legal traditions 


civil law (France, Germany et al.)
common law (Anglo-American sphere)


Author’s exclusive and absolute rights to the 
literary work and its economic revenue


Author’s right to transfer one or several 
components, e.g., right to publish printed or 
digital copies


The transferee of an intellectual property right 
takes over the rights of the author


Contract supersedes, in general, statutory law
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Copyright Law (cont.) 
Exceptions from the author’s/publisher’s exclusive 


rights, 
for libraries, e.g.,


• Loan of original documents, i.a. books, journals, 
manuscripts


• Hand out/sell photocopies instead of loans
• Hand out/sell/transfer a digital copy of scanned 


materials
• Hand out/sell/transfer a digital copy of licensed 


e-materials
for individuals, e.g., right to make personal copies
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Constitutional law


What rule does the library play in matters of, 
e.g.,


• Human rights
• Freedom of speech and expression
• Freedom of information
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Administrative Law


The library as a public authority/agency, e.g., 
National libraries and University libraries


Relations between library and mother institution
Relations between libraries in their capacity of 


publicly governed institutions/agencies –
contracts or other forms of agreements?


Exclusively open to students and staff v. free 
service also to the general public
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Other Fields of Law
The library and its Head is often met by various 


legal questions in, e.g.,
• Labour law
• Contract law in general
• Inheritance and gift law 
• Law of housing and environment
• Transport law
• Law of tort/compensation
• Penal law
• Tax law
• Private international law/Conflict of laws
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Conclusions


Ask for a lawyer’s advice 
rather than try to be your own lawyer
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