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Open research information must be the 

new norm

Open research 
information
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Closed research information Open research information

Research information must be open
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We are assessing researchers and institutions 

based on non-transparent evidence...

We are making decisions based on 

information that is biased against less 

privileged languages, geographical regions, 

and research agendas...

We are monitoring and incentivizing open 

science using closed data...

equitable decision-making 

requires inclusive data

open science requires 

open research information

fair assessment requires 

full transparency



Open research information
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Coalition for Advancing Research Assessment
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UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science

“The monitoring of open 
science should be explicitly 
kept under public oversight, 

including the scientific 
community, and whenever 

possible supported by open 
non-proprietary and 

transparent infrastructures”



CWTS, Leiden University
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“Within the next few years,
we want our work at CWTS … 

to be fully based on
open research information.
In particular, our aim is that 

future scientometric analyses 
performed by our center

will use only data
from open sources”



First ever fully open bibliometric ranking 

of universities

CWTS
Leiden Ranking
Open Edition
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CWTS Leiden Ranking Open Edition
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CWTS Leiden Ranking Open Edition
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CWTS Leiden Ranking Open Edition
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Open scientometric data sources are 

rapidly getting more mature

Open scientometric 
data sources
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Open scientometric data sources
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Open scientometric data sources - Crossref
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Statistics compiled by Nees Jan van Eck



Open scientometric data sources - Crossref
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Open metadata in publisher agreements
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This should become the default
for all publisher agreements!



Open scientometric data sources - OpenAlex
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A community initiative to promote

open research information

Barcelona 
Declaration
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Barcelona Declaration

● The Barcelona Declaration on Open Research Information was prepared by a group 

of over 25 research information experts, representing organizations that carry out, 

fund, and evaluate research, as well as open infrastructure organizations

● To draft the Declaration, the group met in Barcelona in November 2023

● Over 30 organizations worldwide (including University of Turku) have already 

decided to sign the Declaration; lots of conversations are ongoing

● Declaration will be published on April 16, 2024
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Barcelona Declaration - Commitments

As organizations that carry out, fund, and evaluate research, we commit to the following:

1
We will make openness the default for the research information 
we use and produce

2
We will work with services and systems that support 
and enable open research information
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Barcelona Declaration - Commitments

As organizations that carry out, fund, and evaluate research, we commit to the following:

3
We will support the sustainability of infrastructures 

for open research information

4
We will support collective action to accelerate the transition 

to openness of research information
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Support for open 
research information
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Organizations supporting open research 

information



Support for open research information
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Support for open research information
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Support for open research information
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Signed by 13 European universities, including University of Turku



Next steps
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Next steps toward open research 

information



Next steps

Set up a Coalition for Open Research Information

Share experience and expertise to facilitate implementation of the commitments

Join forces to strengthen our position toward publishers and other service providers

Work with open infrastructures to improve their data quality and governance

27



Thank you for your attention!

To sign the Barcelona Declaration, send an email to 

contact@barcelona-declaration.org

mailto:contact@barcelona-declaration.org
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