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Open Access projects in Europe, 
from a general perspective to monographs and textbooks

The development of policies in favour of open science and the transformation of publication channels for 
academic literature and research produced with public funding by researchers and authors in higher 
education, combined with technological and financial developments in open access models for scholarly 
publication and the interest shown by funders for a long time in journals and articles and more recently in 
monographs and textbooks, continue to reshape the face of academic publication.

Cécile Swiatek Cassafieres, a member of the Executive Board of the Association of European Research 
Libraries (LIBEReurope.eu) will provide a general overview of the main European trends, initiatives and 
projects in this area, focusing on the diamond model and its current prospects, before addressing the case 
of 'books' in open access, from the angle of monographs on the one hand, and textbooks on the other. A 
presentation of LIBER's own initiatives will illustrate the Association of European Research Libraries’ 
support for such developments.
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Cécile Swiatek Cassafieres

https://fr.linkedin.com/in/cecileswiatek 
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1066-4559 

Cécile Swiatek Cassafieres is University Librarian and Director of the library 
at the université Paris Nanterre, France, LIBER Board Member and she 
represents LIBER at the SPARCEurope Board.

She is interested in accessible knowledge, information skills, pedagogy and 
digital innovation in higher education. She takes a curious and critical look at 
Open Science, Scholarly publishing and Open Education issues. Since 2021, 
she has been mandated as a permanent national expert on Open 
Educational Resources (OER) in the French International Open Science 
Network (ReiSo) for the Ministry of Higher Education and Research (MESR).

Expert on both the UNESCO Recommendations on OER (2019) and Open 
Science (2021), she has also been bringing her skilled and accurate vision 
as an expert with the French National Open Science Fund (FNSO, Calls for 
projects and SCOSS) and as an independent expert with the UNESCO's 
global partnership on Open Science since 2023.

https://fr.linkedin.com/in/cecileswiatek
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1066-4559


Cécile SWIATEK CASSAFIERES - Fiesole Retreat - May 8th, 2024 

Open Access in Europe

OA trends

focus diamond

monographs

textbooks



Cécile SWIATEK CASSAFIERES - Fiesole Retreat - May 8th, 2024 

OA Trends 
Open Access models: a succession of new 
political and technological developments in 
Europe since 2017-2018 

H2020 ; cOAlition S effects ; OA switchboard…

> a focus on Europe

> funders

> role of consortia support + innovation

LIBEREurope : Support role and community 
facilitator (OA WG - 
https://libereurope.eu/working-group/open-access
-working-group/documents-resources/) 

Dynamics at work since Plan S

Growing support for the Diamant model

● OA Diamond Journals Study
○ OADJS call for tenders (2020)
○ OADJS study (2021)

● Action plan for Diamond Open Access (2022)
● EC calls for projects on "institutional publishing" 

(2021-22)
● European Council conclusions (2023)
● National feasibility studies: Plato Study (2022), 

PublishOA.ie (2022)
● National platforms: tidsskrift.dk, openjournals.nl, 

etc.
● National capacity centres: Deutsche 

Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG, German 
Research Foundation) , ...

● Facilities for transition to Diamond : Shift+Open, 
Scholarled-plus, eScholarship, OLH, etc.

https://libereurope.eu/working-group/open-access-working-group/documents-resources/
https://libereurope.eu/working-group/open-access-working-group/documents-resources/
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LIBER #ZeroEmbargo Campaign

Leading various initiatives in favour of full OA and zero embargo campaign on Publicly-Funded 
Scientific Publications 

#zeroembargo : LIBER proposes a new model law that aims to ensure a zero embargo period for 
lawful self-archiving on open, public, non-for-profit repositories



Cécile SWIATEK CASSAFIERES - Fiesole Retreat - May 8th, 2024 

Diamond focus

Lutz, J.-F., & Mounier, P. (2023, juillet 7). Diamond Open Access journals: A french perspective. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8123168

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8123168
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“‘Diamond’ Open Access is a scholarly communication model whereby research 
outputs are openly available without charging fees to either authors or readers. 
Importantly, it is a model that is driven by scholarly communities, meaning that 
they are in the lead and have ownership of the content-related elements of 
scholarly communication”.

Pierre Mounier (OpenEdition, OPERAS) & Johan Rooryck (cOAlition S) (2023, December 23). Towards a federated global community 
of Diamond Open Access. the diamond papers. Retrieved May 7, 2024, from https://thd.hypotheses.org/296 

Diamond focus

https://thd.hypotheses.org/296
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Lutz, J.-F., & Mounier, P. (2023, juillet 7). Diamond Open Access journals: A french perspective. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8123168

Diamond focus

See for example Redalyc in Latin 
America.

“Since 2003, Redalyc has aimed to 
contribute to sustainable Diamond Open 
Access publishing, by providing diamond 
OA publishers with training and 
technology” - 
https://thd.hypotheses.org/296 ). 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8123168
https://thd.hypotheses.org/296


Cécile SWIATEK CASSAFIERES - Fiesole Retreat - May 8th, 2024 

Diamond focus : 2023 Toluca > 2024 Cape town

Before Toluca 2023 : Diamond practitioners.
- Europe : Croatia, see https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6477-2016 ; monographs.

2023, Toluca (Mexico). Global Summit on Diamond OA.
- Towards establishing a global research infrastructure for Diamond Open 

Access.
- Global meetings ; "Global South" and Latin America’s voice (Redalyc)
- Perception of Gold OA model /cOAlition S
- Geopolitical reading of the Diamond dynamic (by some) ; USA

Pierre Mounier (OpenEdition, OPERAS) & Johan Rooryck (cOAlition S) (2023, December 23). 
Towards a federated global community of Diamond Open Access. the diamond papers. Retrieved May 
7, 2024, from https://thd.hypotheses.org/296

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6477-2016
https://thd.hypotheses.org/296


Cécile SWIATEK CASSAFIERES - Fiesole Retreat - May 8th, 2024 

Diamond focus : different views on diamond & strong 
economic pressure

- Role of commercial publishers / academic stakeholders ecosystem
- Competition between green & diamond
- Discussion over several financing models for Diamond
- European Commission (EC) funding
- Role of UNESCO

One national example, a French discussion paper (non governmental).
Zoé Ancion, Agence Nationale de la Recherche ; Jean-François Lutz, Bibliothèque de l’Université de 
Lorraine; Pierre Mounier, EHESS, OpenEdition; Irini Paltani-Sargologos, DDOR, CNRS (2023, July 7). 
Le modèle d’accès ouvert Diamant: Politiques et stratégies des acteurs français. the diamond papers. 
Retrieved May 7, 2024, from https://thd.hypotheses.org/219 

https://thd.hypotheses.org/219
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Diamond focus : Capacity Hubs

Building capacity for Diamond open Access to make developments around 
the diamond model possible, monographs included

- Diamond Capacity Centers (DCC) : to be aligned in Europe
- Regional Diamond Capacity hubs (DCH)
- Global Diamond Federation

One of the recommendations of OADJS 
was to build a Diamond Capacity Hub 

that would align, coordinate, and improve 
the sustainability of Diamond OA.
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Diamond focus : funding
Major funders or fundraisers are open to sustaining open Diamond infrastructures.
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Diamond focus : perspectives and challenges

- Organising, channelling and coordinating enthusiasm, expectations 
and major concerns

- Inventing a distributed mechanism for coordinating players that is 
simple and efficient

- Convincing stakeholders to fund research
- Set up a distributed infrastructure to support research 

communication
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Monographs : what do we do in Europe ?
Role of the European Commission (EC) : policies, programmes, funding, monitoring. 

Role of OPERAS, the Research Infrastructure supporting open scholarly communication 
in the social sciences and humanities (SSH) in the European Research Area 
https://operas-eu.org/ (PALOMERA Coordinator, Diamond Capacity hubs, here below).

Błaszczyńska, M., Melinščak Zlodi, I., Morka, A., Proudman, V., & Stone, G. (2023). Collaborative 
models for OA book publishers (Version 2.0) (2.0). Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7780754

Stone, G., Błaszczyńska, M., Lebon, C., Melinščak Zlodi, I., Morka, A., Mosterd, T., Mounier, P., 
Proudman, V., & Speicher, L. (2023). Data from the OPERAS business models survey on open access 
books [Data set]. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7685020

Role of Libraries : bringing communities together, supporting OA monographs publishing 
(funding or managing infrastructures and/or institutional publishers and service providers / 
IPSPs such as University Press), training staff and Researchers, conducting surveys and 
publishing studies, showcasing best practices…

https://operas-eu.org/
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7780754
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7685020
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LIBER - https://libereurope.eu/ 
LIBER is currently working on various initiatives to promote Open Access and establish a diverse, 
inclusive, and sustainable access to scholarship and research communication, as set out in its 
2023-2027 Strategy. 

Aside supporting Journals on their road towards Open Access either Green or Diamond, LIBER got 
interested in OA monographs since 2019 thought its Open Access Working Group, see the survey on 
“OA Monographs in Europe’s Research Libraries: Best-Practices, Opportunities & Challenges”.

Inspiring cases and best practices in OA Monographs by LIBER members have been showcased through 
selected publications in the OA peer-reviewed LIBER Quarterly Journal, and in various highly-selected 
presentations in LIBER annual conferences.

One of the latest projects in LIBER's portfolio dealing with OA Monographs in Europe is the PALOMERA 
project. LIBER is also implied with the DIAMAS project where we lead the communication and 
dissemination work package.

Together we get things done : around 420 national, university and other libraries are part of LIBER and 
our wider network includes goal-oriented partnerships with other organisations. So let's work together to 
encourage, build and strengthen an open future for monographs in Europe and beyond.

https://libereurope.eu/
https://diamasproject.eu/objectives/dissemination-exploitation-engagement-impact/
https://diamasproject.eu/objectives/dissemination-exploitation-engagement-impact/
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LIBER OA WG : OA monographs is not such a new topic !
https://libereurope.eu/article/open-access-books-in-academic-libraries-how-can-we-adapt-workflows-cost
-management-to-an-open-scholarly-communications-landscape/ 

Workshop and survey in LIBER (conference 2019)

OA monographs best practices in 
Europe

https://libereurope.eu/article/oa-monogr
aphs-in-europes-research-libraries-best
-practices-opportunities-challenges/

https://libereurope.eu/working-group/op
en-access-working-group/

https://libereurope.eu/article/open-access-books-in-academic-libraries-how-can-we-adapt-workflows-cost-management-to-an-open-scholarly-communications-landscape/
https://libereurope.eu/article/open-access-books-in-academic-libraries-how-can-we-adapt-workflows-cost-management-to-an-open-scholarly-communications-landscape/
https://libereurope.eu/article/oa-monographs-in-europes-research-libraries-best-practices-opportunities-challenges/
https://libereurope.eu/article/oa-monographs-in-europes-research-libraries-best-practices-opportunities-challenges/
https://libereurope.eu/article/oa-monographs-in-europes-research-libraries-best-practices-opportunities-challenges/
https://libereurope.eu/working-group/open-access-working-group/
https://libereurope.eu/working-group/open-access-working-group/
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LIBER OA WG and LIBER Quarterly :
reading suggestions
Fathallah, J. (2022). Open Access Monographs: Myths, Truths and Implications in the Wake of UKRI Open 
Access Policy. LIBER Quarterly: The Journal of the Association of European Research Libraries, 32(1). 
https://doi.org/10.53377/lq.11068           

Wojturska, R. (2023). An Open Book: launching a library-based Open Access books hosting service. LIBER 
Quarterly: The Journal of the Association of European Research Libraries, 33(1), 1–12. 
https://doi.org/10.53377/lq.13745 

Adema, J. (2019). Towards a roadmap for OA monographs. A Knowledge Exchange Report. Bristol: Knowledge 
Exchange. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.2644997

Adema, J., & Stone, G. (2017). Changing publishing ecologies: a landscape study of New University Presses 
and Academic-led Publishing. London: Jisc. Retrieved from http://repository.jisc.ac.uk/6666/

Eve, M. P., Inglis, K., Prosser, D., Speicher, L., & Stone, G. (2017). Cost estimates of an open access mandate 
for monographs in the UK’s third Research Excellence Framework. UKSG Insights, 30(3). 
https://doi.org/10.1629/uksg.392

Ferwerda, E., Pinter, F., & Stern, N. (2017). A Landscape Study on Open Access and Monographs: Policies, 
Funding and Publishing in Eight European Countries. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.815932

https://www.liberquarterly.eu/ 

https://doi.org/10.53377/lq.11068
https://doi.org/10.53377/lq.13745
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.2644997
http://repository.jisc.ac.uk/6666/
https://doi.org/10.1629/uksg.392
https://doi.org/10.1629/uksg.392
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.815932
https://www.liberquarterly.eu/
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European Diamond Initiatives
Croatia
Melinščak Zlodi, Iva, et al. "Croatian Initiative for Open Scholarly Books." OASPA 2023 Conference on Open Scholarship, 
19.09.2023.-21.09.2023., online, Ujedinjena Kraljevina. Prezentacija. https://urn.nsk.hr/urn:nbn:hr:131:656791 
and
Melinščak Zlodi I. The Landscape of Scholarly Book Publishing in Croatia: Finding Pathways for Viable Open Access Models. 
Publications. 2023; 11(1):17. https://doi.org/10.3390/publications11010017 

France 
E-manuals with Numerique Premium publisher :
Done, History ; coming soon, Law studies
https://www.numeriquepremium.com/e-manuels 
https://www.couperin.org/le-consortium/actus/projet-e-manuel-ouvert-initiations-aux-etudes-juridiques/ 

United Kingdom
University College London (UCL) : https://www.uclpress.co.uk/ : Launched in 2015, UCL Press has quickly 
established itself as a high-quality open access university press. They have published more than 340 open 
access books, and also publish 15 open access journals.
UCL Press model : online diamond + sale alongside in enhanced online (or paper) packaging 

https://urn.nsk.hr/urn:nbn:hr:131:656791
https://doi.org/10.3390/publications11010017
https://www.numeriquepremium.com/e-manuels
https://www.couperin.org/le-consortium/actus/projet-e-manuel-ouvert-initiations-aux-etudes-juridiques/
https://www.uclpress.co.uk/
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Funding OA monographs : the UKRI example
UKRI : UK Research & Innovation > UK national funding as part of the national strategy
Launched in April 2018, UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) is a non-departmental public body 
sponsored by the Department for Science, Innovation and Technology (DSIT).
https://www.ukri.org/manage-your-award/publishing-your-research-findings/making-your-monograph-book
-chapter-or-edited-collection-open-access/ 

https://www.ukri.org/manage-your-award/publishing-your-research-findings/making-your-monograph-book-chapter-or-edited-collection-open-access/
https://www.ukri.org/manage-your-award/publishing-your-research-findings/making-your-monograph-book-chapter-or-edited-collection-open-access/
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DIAMAS, PALOMERA and CRAFT-OA

3 European projects

A coalition of players

Librarian activity
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European Diamond Projects : DIAMAS
https://diamasproject.eu/ 

LIBER leads the communication and dissemination work package.
Mapping the current organisation of institutional publishing. 
Producing a set of products and tools that will provide practical assistance 
to those involved in institutional publishing. 
Creating a directory of "service providers for institutional publishing".
Bringing together a community for collaboration and knowledge sharing.
Establishing quality standards based on objective data  
https://diamasproject.eu/poster-eqsip/

Synopsis : Arasteh, S., & Blake, O. (2024). The European landscape of institutional publishing - A  
synopsis of results from the DIAMAS survey. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10551710

The Extensible Quality Standard for 
Institutional Publishing

https://diamasproject.eu/
https://diamasproject.eu/objectives/dissemination-exploitation-engagement-impact/
https://diamasproject.eu/poster-eqsip/
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10551710
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European Diamond Projects : PALOMERA
Investigating reasons why academic books have not been a focus point for open access 
policymakers and why books are only rarely mandated to be published OA by research 
funders and institutions. 
The project investigates reasons for this situation across geographies, languages, economies, and 
disciplines within the European Research Area (ERA).
PALOMERA – Policy Alignment of Open access Monographs in the European Research Area
The PALOMERA project focuses on ensuring that academic books and monographs are not 
neglected in Open Science and Open Access (OA) policies.
The project provides actionable recommendations and concrete resources to support and 
coordinate aligned funder and institutional policies for OA books to speed up the transition to open 
access for books. 

LIBER is an important partner in this project, assisting the project with its landscape analysis, and 
playing an essential role in building a knowledge base, communicating with research libraries, 
drafting recommendations, disseminating information, and engaging and validating project results.
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CRAFT-OA

The publishing landscape for Open Access 
journals in Europe is highly diverse. However, 
often scattered among various organisations 
and institutions, many of these publishing 
services struggle to reach the necessary 
professionalisation and maturity levels required 
in state-of-the-art Open Access publishing. 

CRAFT-OA (Creating a Robust Accessible 
Federated Technology for Open Access) aims to 
change that. The project’s target is to make the 
Open Access landscape more resilient by 
centralising expertise, collaboration and a joint 
visibility/indexing layer.

https://www.craft-oa.eu/

LIBER is not part of CRAFT-OA but OPERAS is 
deeply involved and some libraries (Göttingen, 
Germany) are CRAFT-OA key players.

https://www.craft-oa.eu/
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Major role of the European Commission (EC)

Funding

Policies

Programmes

Incentives
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Seen from the European Commission (EC)
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A major interest 1/2
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A major interest 2/2
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A strong political will
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An explicit support for OA monographs is emerging 1/3
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An explicit support for OA monographs is emerging 2/3
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An explicit support for OA monographs is emerging 3/3
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EC and Diamond : DIAMAS, CRAFT-OA, PALOMERA 1/2
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EC and Diamond : DIAMAS, CRAFT-OA, PALOMERA 2/2
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Curious about DIAMAS, PALOMERA and Craft-OA?

⇒ Armengou, C., Bargheer, M., Barnes, L., Frantsvåg, J. E., Manista, G., & Tsoukala, 
V. (2024, mars 7). Creating Community-Driven Pathways to Equitable Open Scholarly 
Publishing with CRAFT-OA, DIAMAS, and PALOMERA - Where Are We Now? 
WEBINAR Slides. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10793499

⇒  most recent presentation of all three projects (DIAMAS, PALOMERA and Craft-OA) 
on the status of OA in Open Scholarly Publishing.
https://zenodo.org/records/10793499
You can also find the whole webinar here: Creating Community-Driven Pathways to 
Equitable Open Scholarly Publishing – Where Are We Now (youtube.com)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQDthvt-0kM&t=154s 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10793499
https://zenodo.org/records/10793499
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQDthvt-0kM&t=154s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQDthvt-0kM&t=154s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQDthvt-0kM&t=154s
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Diamond Hill. https://www.visitgalway.ie 
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Textbooks : a parallel emerging trend… since 2002 >20Y !
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UNESCO

Research, OERs, Open Science 
recommendations

2017 (science with and for society)

2019 OERs

2021 Open Science

Libraries and consortia

LIBEREurope.eu

Textbooks, OE WG and 
https://liberquarterly.eu/article/view/10730 2019.
Workplan / Focus for the OE WG on Open 
textbooks. 
https://libereurope.eu/article/new-focus-on-open-te
xtbooks-in-liber-educational-resources-working-gro
up/ 

SPARCEurope.org

Institutional examples of universities providing 
textbooks : Finland, France, Greece, The 
Netherlands…

https://liberquarterly.eu/article/view/10730
https://libereurope.eu/article/new-focus-on-open-textbooks-in-liber-educational-resources-working-group/
https://libereurope.eu/article/new-focus-on-open-textbooks-in-liber-educational-resources-working-group/
https://libereurope.eu/article/new-focus-on-open-textbooks-in-liber-educational-resources-working-group/


Cécile SWIATEK CASSAFIERES - Fiesole Retreat - May 8th, 2024 

Textbooks/handbooks : a real difference with monographs.
Still a long path ahead in Europe.
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Diamond Hilll Map



Cécile SWIATEK CASSAFIERES - Fiesole Retreat - May 8th, 2024 

Need to create 
partnerships.
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Don't work in silos.
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North and South 
partnering for OA 
monographs.
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Interventions will 
follow this general and 
european-centered 
overview.
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Ready for questions


