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Foreword
1



2023 has seen OPERAS being deeply involved in the preparation 
of becoming an ERIC (European Research Infrastructure 

Consortium), a specific legal form for European infrastructures. At the heart 
of this process were many discussions that took place amongst the different 
OPERAS assemblies to build a sound plan and concept for the infrastructure’s 
immediate and further future. This process is not without precedent as we have 
already seen such a dynamic development in recent years and it is crucial to align 
OPERAS’ internal structures with the fast pace of its recent achievements. We 
are very aware of the need to coordinate the growing numbers of projects and 
cooperations on national, European and global levels. This is why we are working 
to further professionalise all of our activities on our way to becoming an ERIC.

Professionalisation also implies that there were developments within OPERAS 
apart from preparing the ERIC, most and foremost the results within the many 
OPERAS projects. 2023 saw the closing of four projects. I want to highlight the 
COESO project, which has strongly fostered the growth of citizen science and 
participatory research in the Social Sciences and Humanities; and the TRIPLE 
project, which has launched Go-Triple, a multilingual discovery service, which 
already shows proof of its expected wide-range impact. By the end of 2023, six 
projects continued building the growing catalogue of OPERAS services and new 
projects, of which I’d like to highlight CRAFT-OA and PALOMERA, added to this 
effort. Together with the already running DIAMAS project, they form a triad of 
endeavours to push forward equitable publishing. While OPERAS has supported 
Open Access since its start, e.g. by committing to Plan S and the Action Plan for 
Diamond Open Access, in 2023 Diamond Open Access became one of OPERAS’ 
main focus areas.
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A clear growth strategy is also part of professionalising the infrastructure.  
OPERAS’ outreach to European scholarly communities in the social sciences 
and humanities in the respective countries has led to a growing number of 
OPERAS members. In 2023, three new member states have joined OPERAS: 
we are proud and very happy to welcome our colleagues in Spain, Norway and 
Finland. Many more organisations have joined the OPERAS family, which has 
substantially grown in 2023 to 64 members in 23 countries. This growth has 
been accompanied by increased efforts to establish National Nodes, thereby 
ensuring that OPERAS stays deeply rooted in the various and individual 
scholarly landscapes and national languages of the member states.

This growth–more members, more projects, more services–has been possible 
also thanks to the very skilled and enthusiastic colleagues who joined the 
OPERAS Coordination Team (OCT).

While you might have gotten a rough idea by now of what 2023 had in store for 
OPERAS, all those aspects do not really touch the core of it. To understand the 
heart of OPERAS, you need to get in touch with the people who are committed 
to open scholarly communication in the Social Sciences and Humanities. 
The easiest way to do that is to attend a workshop of an OPERAS project or 
an OPERAS conference; or to get in touch with one of the Special Interest 
Groups (SIG) and support them in furthering their work on open scholarly 
communication.

See you soon!

Michael Kaiser (Max Weber Stiftung, Germany), Executive Assembly





2
OPERAS Strategy
Making Open Science a Reality
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OPERAS Strategy: OPERAS goals 2023–2025 
A new and extended strategy to address the different fields of  
scholarly communication and develop the infrastructure

In a collaborative approach, a new strategy was set up in 2022 and 2023 that defines objectives for OPERAS 
and action points. 

As part of the OPERAS-P project, a Strategic Plan (2019–2022) outlining the vision, mission, core values and 
pillars of the OPERAS Research Infrastructure was defined to support the application for the ESFRI road-
map. A lot of concrete results have already been achieved during these first 3 years, e.g. the structuration 
of the Association, the initial development of OPERAS services, the establishment of partnerships and the 
set-up of several national nodes as it was highlighted in the Annual Reports 2020, 2021 and 2022. In the new 
defined strategy, the vision, mission, core values and pillars remain the same, the focus of this update is on 
the objectives and action points, representing further implementation of the infrastructure. 

2023–2025 Objectives matrix
 Area / Topic → 
    ↓ 

Redesigning  
ecosystem

Empowering 
 community

Supporting  
bibliodiversity

Fostering  
quality

Governance 
and coordina-
tion

(O1) OPERAS as a 
pan-European, effi-
cient organisation 
and highly repre-
sentative of the SSH 
Open ScholComm 
communities

(O2)The Diamond 
model supported 
as a major one 
in the scholarly 
communication 
ecosystem

Portfolio of 
services 

(O3) OPERAS 
services published 
and integrated 
with EOSC and 
other marketplaces 
and communities 
(regional, national, 
international)

(O4) Clear set of 
well-defined and 
operational services

Training and 
outreach

(O5) OPERAS mem-
bers and communi-
ties are trained and 
knowledgeable in 
SSH FAIR and Open 
Science practices

(O6) OPERAS mem-
bers are trained and 
knowledgeable in 
SSH open science 
service delivery

Policy advising (O7) OPERAS as a 
trusted advisor for 
national and Euro-
pean OS strategies 

(O8) Academic 
books are included 
in the Open 
Science policies 

Innovation (O9) Supporting 
innovative scholarly 
outputs and 
services 

 
Find on the following pages these objectives, linked with the projects within OPERAS is working on these 
objectives.
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OBJECTIVE 1. |  OPERAS as a pan-European, efficient organisation and highly repre-
sentative of the Social Sciences and Humanities and Open Scholarly Communication 
communities.
OPERAS will prepare the transition to become an ERIC. Several tasks are necessary to strengthen the gover-
nance and administrative aspects of the Research Infrastructure, in particular in the creation of its national 
node in Europe. The organisation gains efficiency by combining a well-structured organisation with de-
fined processes with a flexible and agile management of the activities, consulting  the communities.

supported by all projects, especially OPERAS-PLUS

OBJECTIVE 2.  |  The Diamond model is supported as a major one in the scholarly 
communication ecosystem.
As a result of the analysis of different Open Access (OA) models, the Diamond financing model, which does 
not require authors to pay fees for their research to be published, nor readers to pay for reading publica-
tions, has promised to be the most fair and equitable Open Access model yet.

supported by CRAFT-OA, DIAMAS

OBJECTIVE 3.  |  OPERAS services are published and integrated with EOSC and other 
marketplaces and communities (regional, national, international).
The visibility of OPERAS services is a key component to ensuring that target audiences are reached and 
the uptake of services is increased. This strategic objective takes a multi-pronged strategy by not limiting 
service discoverability to single sources that are owned and operated by OPERAS (i.e. website) and aims 
to leverage a variety of channels at regional, national, European and International levels (i.e. EOSC Market-
place). OPERAS is also planning to reuse European Open Science  Cloud (EOSC) core services such as for its 
own services, in coordination with the other SSH Research Infrastructures (SSHOC Tier 1). 

supported by COESO, OPERAS-PLUS

OBJECTIVE 4.  |  Clear set of well-defined and operational services.
This objective covers the full service delivery lifecycle comprising the planning, development, operation, 
maintenance, and improvement of the service portfolio. This includes service strategies and roadmaps that 
will be created and updated to ensure the overall strategic alignment and promotion. In order to harmon-
ise implementation approaches across a multi-provider federation, a formal management system will be 
developed to underpin continued professionalisation based on well-known standards as ISO 9000 (Quality 
Management) and FitSM (Service Management) with the aim of achieving organisational certification. 

supported by COESO, OPERAS-PLUS, TRIPLE

OBJECTIVE 5.  |  OPERAS members and communities are trained and knowledgeable  
in SSH FAIR and Open Science practices
The objective is to ensure consistent knowledge of FAIR and Open Science, and supports the development 
of participatory research and Citizen Science a. The  targets are the OPERAS members gathered in the SIGs, 
the SSH communities, and the civil society. The objective will be achieved by the definition of Open Science 
skills, the design of training modules, and the set-up of learning paths for actors of research in the SSH field. 

supported by: OPERAS-PLUS, Skills4EOSC, COESO
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OBJECTIVE 6.  |  OPERAS members are trained and knowledgeable in SSH Open Sci-
ence service delivery
Training and knowledge sharing is a core principle that facilitates a collaborative environment and provides 
confidence to both users and providers. This objective uses a mix of both formal training and certification, 
informational webinars and presentations, as well as practical hands-on workshops that are tailored to the 
target audience. Activity coverage includes: the individual OPERAS services, the FitSM standard, as well as 
other more general topics such as OPERAS service alignment with EOSC and FAIR requirements, OPERAS 
Integrated Management System, and services and service delivery models in SSH Open Science.

supported by: OPERAS-PLUS, Skills4EOSC

OBJECTIVE 7.  |  OPERAS as a trusted advisor for national and European Open Sci-
ence strategies 
OPERAS aims to represent the SSH community in the creation, development, update and implementation 
of the national and European Open Science strategies, especially by focusing on open scholarly communi-
cation practices and in particular Open Access publications. OPERAS will contribute to these policies by de-
veloping relevant services to serve the needs but also by coordinating its diversity of stakeholders, amongst 
them the SSH researchers, in their expectations to develop successful Open Science practices. 

supported by: CRAFT-OA, DIAMAS, OPERAS-PLUS, Skills4EOSC

OBJECTIVE 8.  |  Academic books are included in the Open Science policies 
Open Science policies and strategies are potential game changers that can drive more Open Access to 
scholarly communication. However, OA book policies are still few and far between in the European Re-
search Area. This objective focuses on research funding organisations, research performing organisations, 
and Open Access policy-makers at the national level to make well-informed OA book policies and strate-
gies that align on a shared vision of OA to books, respecting diversity, equity, and inclusion. Facilitating an 
increase in OA book policies and strategies will help accelerate the transition to OA for books. 

supported by: OAeBU DT GBB, PALOMERA

OBJECTIVE 9.  |  Supporting innovative scholarly outputs and services 
This objective focuses on providing tailored guidance on the implementation of innovative scholarly out-
puts in SSH to OPERAS stakeholders, in particular authors, and developing services to support them. A 
multi-stakeholder, systemic approach is needed to provide support and recognition for innovative scholar-
ly communication. This objective, stemming from the Future of Scholarly Communication report1, will be 
addressed by establishing the OPERAS Innovation Lab as the knowledge hub for the OPERAS community, 
providing guidelines and counselling to stakeholders wishing to engage with innovative outputs, as well 
liaising between those stakeholders and relevant e-infrastructure providers.

supported by: OPERAS-PLUS

1	 Avanço, K., et al. (2021). Future of Scholarly Communication . Forging an inclusive and innovative research infrastruc-
ture for scholarly communication in Social Sciences and Humanities. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5017705

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5017705
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OPERAS as a Service Provider
Services Portfolio to support the scholarly communication community

As part of the OPERAS-PLUS project, a service management system for OPERAS was established. The  
services portfolio and catalogues of services were structured. The analysis of these existing services as well 
as new services to be captured as part of the service portfolio led to a clearer understanding of the types of 
services part of the OPERAS research infrastructure.

OPERAS offers a comprehensive approach to scholarly communication, supporting the entire cycle of 
scholarly communication and enabling greater community control over openness and accessibility. 
OPERAS aggregates, federates and scales up resources, providing services to increase the overall quality of 
Social Sciences and Humanities research.

There are three types of services provided by OPERAS:

MANAGED
•	 Services managed by OPERAS, responsible for overall coordination, delivery and evolution.

COMMUNITY
•	 Services managed directly by community providers but discoverable through the OPERAS catalogue. 

These services are required to have sustainable structures to be established, but receive direct OPERAS 
participation, contribution and support.

INTERNAL
•	 Services necessary for managing and operating the OPERAS Research Infrastructure, both technical 

and non-technical. 

These services can be grouped into eight categories: Discovery, Analytics, Quality Assurance, Research4So-
ciety, Multilingualism, Training, and Operational and Collaboration Tools. As part of this structuration pro-
cess, the coordination functions of OPERAS in the service provision can be structured as followed: 

Professional / Coordination Services

•	 Strategy and Policy Coordination

•	 Legal and Financial Coordination

•	 Community Coordination

•	 Communication Coordination

•	 Service Management and Technical Coordination

•	 National Nodes Coordination

•	 Project Management and Planning
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Diamond , Open Access Landscape Study
The Institutional Publishing Landscape Report2 collects and analyses  
the 685 survey responses

OPERAS extended its capacities and activities in the field of Diamond Open Access (OA). From March to 
May 2023 the DIAMAS project conducted a survey collecting information from institutional publishers and 
publishing service providers to illustrate the current state of Diamond Open OA within the institutional 
publishing landscape in Europe. The survey draws from the findings of the OA Diamond Journal Study3 and 
sets out to map how to support collaborative, community-driven and equitable publishing.

The Institutional Publishing Landscape Report4 collects and analyses the 685 survey responses, discussing 
not only regional, national and disciplinary differences and tendencies throughout Europe but also how 
institutional publishers are run and sustained, what activities they are involved in, and which services are 
outsourced. Furthermore, the report gives an overview of the challenges and opportunities for supporting 
institutional publishing in the future. 

A synopsis of the report5 summarises the key findings.

The key findings are:

•	 Equitable, community-driven scholarly publishing and institutional publishing are closely linked. 
Therefore, efforts to further ‘diamondise’ scholarly publishing may prove to be most efficient when 
embedded in an institutional context. 

•	 Main challenges: The further development of equitable, open scholarly publishing is hindered by a lack 
of sustainable funding and technical proficiency, the dependence on unpaid and voluntary work, as well 
as an insufficient support system. The creation of a European Research Area Diamond Capacity Hub 
(ERA-DCH) that will facilitate equitable OA scholarly will help to tackle these challenges.

2	 Armengou, C., et al. (2023). Institutional Publishing in the ERA: Results from the DIAMAS survey. Zenodo. https://doi.
org/10.5281/zenodo.10022184 

3	 Bosman, J., et al. (2021). OA Diamond Journals Study. Part 1: Findings. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4558704 
4	  Armengou, C., et al. (2023). Institutional Publishing in the ERA: Results from the DIAMAS survey. Zenodo. https://doi.

org/10.5281/zenodo.10022184 
5	  Arasteh, S., & Blake, O. (2024). The European landscape of institutional publishing - A synopsis of results from the 

DIAMAS survey. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10551710

DIAMAS survey responses per country

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10022184
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10022184
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4558704
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10022184
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10022184
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The OA Book Usage Data Trust  
(OAEBU DT) effort under the umbrella  
of Fiscal sponsorship
Fiscal Sponsorship realised for OA Book Usage Data Trust 

Currently, individual organisations encounter challenges 
when aggregating Open Access book usage data to make 
strategic decisions about their Open Access publishing and 
Open Access programs. They individually manage, compile, 
and link usage data metrics making it time-consuming. 
The Open Access Book Usage Data Trust (OAEBUDT) effort 
has taken on the challenge Open Access book usage data 
exchange and is adopting the International Data Space 
(IDS) model developed by the International Data Space As-
sociation (IDSA). At its core, the IDS works with the values 
of: 1) increased interoperability, 2) trust through secure and 
transparent exchange, and 3) multiparty data governance 
through usage controls and accountability measures. 

In 2022, the Mellon Foundation awarded a project team led by the University of North Texas, OpenAIRE, 
and OPERAS to develop “governance building blocks” for the OAEBUDT in line with the Design Principles 
for IDS and emerging IDS certification specifications. Across 2023 and 2024, the project has been working 
on ethical data use guidelines to inform Open Access book usage data sharing agreements and technical 
requirements for data exchange between public and commercial Open Access book usage data creators. 

Fiscal sponsorship (or fiscal hosting) refers to the practice of non-profit organisations offering their legal 
and tax-exempt status to groups—typically projects—engaged in activities related to the sponsoring or-
ganisation’s mission.

•	 OPERAS proposes a comprehensive fiscal sponsorship framework:

•	 Fiscally hosted initiatives become a “program” operated by OPERAS

•	 Any work product is available to the public or to the charitable sector. OPERAS as the Fiscal Sponsor

•	 Maintains all legal and fiduciary responsibility for the sponsored initiatives, its employees, and 
activities but

•	 Delegates the governance to a board elected/appointed by the initiatives founders / funders.

•	 Assures funders that the purposes and any restrictions of all grants and/or contributions will be met.

A Memorandum of Understanding has been established between the Open Access Book Usage Data Trust 
(OAEBUDT) effort community-governance Board of Trustees and the OPERAS AIBSL to allow OPERAS to 
fiscally manage donations and eventual technical-pilot-related contracts on behalf of the OAEBUDT effort. 
This step improves the OAEBUDT’s ability to pursue funding opportunities in Europe while setting the 
stage for the technical IDS service pilots.

https://www.oabookusage.org
https://www.oabookusage.org/2022forward
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Management
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among our members and with 
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OPERAS Governance
OPERAS on its way to becoming an ERIC

2023 has been a full year to prepare the transition of OPERAS towards its willingness to become an ERIC. The 
Executive Assembly approved unanimously in May 2023 that OPERAS is supposed to become an ERIC. In order 
to prepare for this important step, planned for 2027, OPERAS AISBL has worked on a new governance structure 
by expanding its types of memberships. 

Five challenges have been foreseen: 

•	 High risk for OPERAS to depend too much on projects funding

•	 Structural funding of OPERAS: unbalanced contribution from France through in-kind and regular ad-hoc 
subventions

•	 How to prepare ourselves to transition towards the funding structure of the ERIC

•	 GA members must have a more formal commitment to the AISBL (not possible in the Statutes actually)

•	 OPERAS must prepare for the potential valley of death between the end of the current infra dev and the 
launch of the ERIC

To secure OPERAS development and especially the services provision, the Executive Assembly, together with 
the Secretary General and the coordinators, have proposed to add a new type of membership: the mandated 
organisations. A Mandated Organisation is an organisation mandated by its Ministry or Research Council to rep-
resent the country at the level of the General Assembly (GA). This is based on the model of the EOSC-Association. 
Mandated Organisations do not deliver membership fees but national contributions that are adapted to GDP of 
the country or to other agreed principles and that can prefigure the creation of the ERIC (the legal mechanism 
used would be in the form of donations or subventions). 

This proposition has been adopted by the last GA the 4th December 2023. It goes with the approval at the June 
GA to set up a Board of Governing Representatives (BGR), gathering the representatives of the Member States

The implementation of these changes can facilitate the distinction between the OPERAS GA and the BGR to be 
set up, as well as the topics to be addressed. In the OPERAS GA, topics are more focused on OPERAS activities 
and strategy. In the BGR, the main topic is the building of the ERIC. There might be some overlap as the overall 
strategy of OPERAS AISBL is the building of the ERIC but at least it is a way to distinguish between both in terms 
of composition and in terms of responsibilities.

Board of Governing 
Rerpresentatives

Services and Technology Board

Manages the OPERAS portfolio of services
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Represented in the  
General Assembly:

Croatia
Finland
France 
Germany
Greece
Italy
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Slovenia
Spain
United Kingdom

Supporting Members:
DARIAH ERIC 
DGLFLF
Göttingen SUB 
University of Nanterre

Ordinary Members:
2 Representatives of the Assembly of 
the Commons

OPERAS General Assembly
13 European countries steer OPERAS towards its way to becoming an ERIC

The General Assembly (GA) is the highest decision-making body and has the powers expressly granted to it 
by law or by the Articles of Association, in particular the following:

•	 Amendments to the Articles of Association

•	 Appointment and dismissal of the Statutory 
Auditor and the fixing of their remuneration

•	 Approval of the budget for the following financial 
year and of the annual accounts, as well as 
granting discharge to the Executive Assembly, 
the Secretary-General and the Statutory Auditor

•	 Voluntary dissolution of the Association

•	 Exclusion of Members.

The General Assembly (GA) is currently composed of EU and international infrastructures that commit to 
supporting the development of OPERAS, ministries (or proxies) corresponding to the countries where the 
core members are located, and the Chairs of the Assembly of the Commons (AoC), elected by their peers 
to represent the Ordinary Members at the GA. Members of the OPERAS Coordination Team attend in a 
supporting role.

Memorandi of Understanding are part of the OPERAS GA (or still ministries or research councils if they want to) 
and Ministries or research councils join the OPERAS BGR. 

The OPERAS GA is a formal body in the context of a legal entity when the OPERAS BGR is an ad-hoc committee 
to prepare the ERIC. 
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OPERAS Scientific Advisory Committee
12 experts of scientific excellence to guide OPERAS on ethical, technical and  
scientific matters from 12 European countries

The OPERAS Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) is an independent body composed of twelve experts of high 
scientific excellence from twelve countries, who advise, monitor and provide recommendations on the ethical, 
scientific and technical aspects of the infrastructure and its activities. It was established in December 2020.

The SAC was steered by its two co-chairs. A monthly online meeting is fostering ongoing discussions among 
the members on different topics. In January the SAC met face-to-face in Brussels focusing on range of internal 
processes, strategic collaborations, and technical recommendations as the SAC actively engaged in planning 
to support OPERAS’ objectives. Key points were improved communication within OPERAS bodies, effective 
SAC contributions to OPERAS objectives, and potential collaboration with the European Commission on ter-
minology and translation. Specific discussions on GoTriple and the OPERAS strategic plan took place during 
the meeting. One of the SAC members was able to present his work on Multimedia automatic processing 
techniques and how they could be exploited in a scholarly communication context, opening a path to explore 
further research and development collaboration with OPERAS. During the cause of the year more topics were 
discussed regularly in monthly meetings and several experts joined the discussions to share their perspectives 
and projects like Almudena Fernandez from the European Commission’s General Directorate of Translation 
discussed “Terminology work in the Spanish Department (DGT/EC),” while Susanna Fiorini from Université Sor-
bonne Nouvelle presented on “Translations and Open Science,” exploring the role of translation technologies in 
supporting multilingualism in scholarly communication. At the conclusion of the year, the Committee engaged 
in a collective reflection regarding the structure and frequency of its meetings to better structure its efforts in 
2024. In 2024, the recruitment of new SAC members will be operationalised and two topics were selected to be 
worked on, under the lead of the two co-chairs of the committee.

In 2022, the two new co-chairs of the OPERAS Scientific Advisory Committee were voted in:

Elea Giménez Toledo is a tenured Scientist at Institute of Philosophy, Spanish National Research Council (CSIC) 
since 2006. She has a PhD in Library and Information Science (University Carlos III de Madrid) and is head of ILIA: 
Research Team on Scholarly Book, principal Investigator of Scholarly Publishers Indicators (SPI) and coordinator 
of ES CIENCIA Interdisciplinary Thematic Platform, an institutional project by CSIC on Spanish as a language of 
scientific communication. She has coordinated the reports on Spanish Academic Book Publishing developed 
for Federation of Spanish Publishers (FGEE) and the Association of Spanish University Presses (UNE).

Her research is focused on academic book publishing and its connection with research evaluation of humanist 
and social scientists. The relevance of the academic book industry in each country, the intrinsic value of the 
publication of results in monographs, quality in publishing, the manuscript selection processes, bibliodiversity, 

Elea Giménez Toledo Jean-Claude Guédon

http://ilia.cchs.csic.es/
http://ilia.cchs.csic.es/
http://ilia.cchs.csic.es/SPI
http://ilia.cchs.csic.es/SPI/spi-fgee/
http://www.une.es/media/Ou1/Image2/webnoviembre2019/EstudioUNE-Produccion_editorial.pdf
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multilingualism in scholarly communication, digital transformation and open access transition for small 
and medium size publishers are fundamental axes of her research. She is now conducting a research 
project on scholarly book publishing at Iberoamerican level in collaboration with the Regional Center for 
the Promotion of Books in Latin America and Caribbean (CERLALC) and Association of Latin American and 
Caribbean university presses (EULAC). She is also leading, together with Gunnar Sivertsen (NIFU, Norway), 
the development of Academic Book Publishers (ABP): a global and multilingual register, an initiative 
backed by ENRESSH COST action.

Jean-Claude Guédon, a historian of science by training, retired as “professeur honoraire” from the Université de 
Montréal at the end of 2018. His interest in scholarly communication started with an online journal, Surfaces – 
the oldest in Canada, now available on the Érudit site – that ran from 1991 until 2001. He is one of the original 
signatories of the Budapest Open Access Initiative and has been active in the Open Access, Open Science 
movements ever since. He has served as an expert for the European Commission since 2008, and chaired 
the Expert Group on the Future of Scholarly Communication and Publishing between 2017 and 2019. He is 
a member of the Scientific Board of the Nexa Centre for Internet and Society at the Politecnico of Turin and 
collaborates with various UNESCO initiatives on open science.

All members with one field of their expertise:

Jonathan Chibois 
France, Interdisciplinary Institute of Contemporary Anthropology (IIAC), anthropology

Elea Giménez Toledo 
Spain, Spanish National Research Council (CSIC)/ENRESSH, Literature and Digital Humanities

Jean-Claude Guédon 
Canada, Université de Montréal (professeur honoraire), Literature

John Howard 
Ireland, University College Dublin/Coláiste Ollscoile, Baile Átha Cliath, Archaeology, Anthropology,  
History and Philosophy of Science

Mikołaj Leszczuk 
Poland, AGH University of Science and Technology, Telecommunications

Samual Moore 
United Kingdom, Coventry University, Digital Humanities

Anna Neovesky 
Germany, Academy of Sciences and Literature, Mainz, Digital Humanities

Federico Pianzola 
Italy, University of Milano-Bicocca and Sogang University, Literature

Elena Šimukovic 
Lithuania, Zurich University of Applied Sciences (ZHAW), Science and Technologial Studies

Erzsébet Tóth-Czifra 
Hungary, DARIAH, Linguistics

Koen Vermeir 
Belgium, CNRS, Philosophy of science

Irena Vipavc Brvar 
Slovenia, CESSDA, Statistics

https://cerlalc.org/
https://eulac.org/
https://enressh.eu/working-group-3/abp/
https://enressh.eu/
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OPERAS Executive Assembly
13 prominent national organisations committed to steer OPERAS on its path  
to maturity

The Executive Assembly is the day-to-day governing and decision-making body of the OPERAS AISBL. It is 
composed of ten prominent national organisations (OPERAS Core members) from ten European countries, 
that commit to steer OPERAS on its path to maturity.

CNRS / Lionel Maurel is Scientific De-
puty Director at the National Institute 
for Humanities and Social Sciences of 
the CNRS (French National Centre for 
Scientific Research). Two units in the 
CNRS are particularly involved in the 
development of the OPERAS AISBL: 
OpenEdition and Huma-Num.

Lionel Maurel / France
Federation of Finnish Learned Socie-
ties / Lea Ryynänen-Karjalainen is the 
Executive Director of the Federation of 
Finnish Learned Societies since 2014. 
Before the Federation she has worked 
as the Vice Rector of the Metropolia 
University of Applied Sciences, senior 
science adviser at the Research Council 
of Finland and several university mana-
gement positions. 

Lea Ryynänen-Karjalainen/ Finland

erih+ /  Monica Roos is a Senior Advisor 
at The Norwegian Directorate for Hi-
gher Education and Skills. She has the 
overall responsibility for the technical 
and professional developement  erih+ 
and the Norwegian Registry. She has 
20 years experience in Academic Publi-
shing and Open Science.

Monica Roos / Norway 
OAPEN
Niels Stern is Managing Director of 
OAPEN and Co-director of DOAB. 
He began his career in scholarly 
book publishing in 2003.

Niels Stern / Netherlands

Elena Giglia / Italy
University of Turin
Elena Giglia, PhD in Italian literature, 
Masters’ Degree in Librarianship and 
Masters’ Degree in Public Institutions 
Management, is Head of the Open Ac-
cess Office at the University of Turin.

National Documentation Centre
She joined EKT as a Research Asso-
ciate working on an EU-funded pro-
ject focusing on scholarly communi-
cation and Open Science policies. She 
holds a PhD in Political Philosophy, 
and she is a postdoctoral researcher 
in the field of Performing Arts. 

Vassiliki Apostolopoulou / Greece

Max Weber Stiftung
Michael Kaiser is a historian and Di-
rector of the department perspec-
tivia.net, library and IT affairs at the 
headquarters of the Max Weber Stif-
tung (MWS).

Michael Kaiser / Germany
University of Zadar / Franjo Pehar 
is Associate Professor and Head of 
the Laboratory for Interactive Systems 
and User Experience. He also serves 
as the Director of the Doctoral Study 
“Knowledge Society and Transfer of In-
formation” and is focused on scholarly 
communication, bibliometrics, digital 
publishing, and HCI.

Franjo Pehar/ Croatia



The Institute of Literary Research of 
the Polish Academy of Sciences
Maciej Maryl is Assistant Professor 
and Deputy Director of The Institute 
of Literary Research of the Polish 
Academy of Sciences (IBL PAN) and 
founding head of the Digital Huma-
nities Centre.

Maciej Maryl / Poland
University of Coimbra
Delfim Leão is Full Professor at the 
Institute of Classical Studies at the 
University of Coimbra. Former Di-
rector of Coimbra University Press 
(2011–2021), he is Vice-Rector for 
Culture, Communication and Open 
Science.

Delfim Leão / Portugal

Jisc
Graham Stone is Jisc’s subject mat-
ter expert for OA monographs. He is 
the Lead for Communications on OA 
monographs within Jisc and is res-
ponsible for developing and mana-
ging strategic relationships.

Graham Stone / United Kingdom
Jisc / deputy / Frank Manista is a 
Policy and Engagement Manager 
at Jisc. He engages with teams at 
Jisc who participate in EU-wide pro-
jects and ensures the awareness 
inside Jisc on the different engage-
ments and the promotion outside, 
particularly around Open Access.

Frank Manista  / United Kingdom

Aleš Pogačnik / Slovenia
The Research Center of the Slove-
nian Academy of Sciences and Arts
Aleš Pogacnik is Editor-in-chief and 
General Manager of Založba ZRC, 
publishing unit of ZRC SAZU. He 
holds an MA in Philosophy.

FECYT 
Pilar Rico-Castro is Head of the Open 
Science Unit at FECYT National Re-
presentative at the National Points 
of Reference for Open Science and 
at the EOSC SB Expert Groups of the 
EC. National Expert at the Horizon 
Europe Programme Committee Re-
search Infrastructures.

Pilar Rico-Castro / Spain 
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Ordinary Members

FIRENZE
UNIVERSITY
PRESS

Supporting Members

Members of the Executive Assembly

OPERAS Community at Large
OPERAS is: 64 major organisations, including 9 new member in 2023
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Ordinary Members

Australia
Austria
Belgium
Brazil
Canada
Croatia
Finland
France
Georgia
Germany
Greece
Italy
Luxembourg
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Serbia
Slovenia
Spain
Switzerland
Sweden
United Kingdom

64 major organisations 23 countries
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In 2023, OPERAS welcomed 3 new core members from 3 countries, 1 supporting mem-
ber and 5 new ordinary members

Core members
The Federation of Finnish Learned Societies (TSV) 

Established in 1899, TSV stands as a pivotal national cooperative body in Finland, 
fostering collaboration among learned societies, enhancing scholarly communi-
cation, and advocating for the utilization and recognition of research findings. It 
notably manages the Journal.fi platform, offering Open Access publishing services 
to its members, and supports the Edition.fi service for Open Access monographs. 

This partnership is a testament to both OPERAS and TSV’s commitment to promoting Finnish science on an 
international scale, with a particular focus on multilingualism in scholarly communication – a commitment 
highlighted by their collaboration on the Helsinki Initiative and various projects aimed at supporting Dia-
mond Open Access Journals and addressing challenges in multilingualism and gender equity. The inclusion 
of TSV in the OPERAS Executive Assembly not only marks Finland’s representation in this esteemed group 
but also underscores a shared dedication to enhancing the visibility and impact of Finnish research globally. 
Through this collaboration, OPERAS and TSV are set to enrich the scholarly communication landscape, em-
phasizing the crucial role of national languages and the unique challenges faced by small-scale, non-profit 
SSH publishers in Europe and beyond.

Spanish Foundation for Science and Technology, F.S.P. (FECYT)

As the national node for Spain, FECYT’s integration into OPERAS is a 
milestone that reflects a shared commitment to advancing Open Sci-

ence. This partnership aligns perfectly with Spain’s recent strategic moves towards Open Science, including 
the National Open Science Strategy and legislative reforms that support open access and scientific dissem-
ination. FECYT, a public foundation under the Ministry of Science and Innovation, is at the forefront of devel-
oping institutional Open Access publishing models through its leadership in the DIAMAS project, the first of 
its kind funded by Horizon Europe. This initiative aims to establish European standards for good publishing 
practices, a goal that resonates with OPERAS’s vision.

FECYT’s role extends beyond project leadership; it is instrumental in providing technical support, funding, and 
certification services to Spain’s academic publishing community. This includes professionalization services for 
scientific journals, assessment calls for journals and monograph collections, and the operation of RECYT, an 
OJS-based open edition platform. By joining OPERAS, FECYT will not only facilitate the implementation of 
Spain’s National Open Science Strategy but also contribute to the development of a sustainable, non-com-
mercial, and public-based digital infrastructure for scholarly communication. This membership is expect-
ed to enhance the internationalisation of FECYT’s public services, leveraging its involvement in significant 
international networks and initiatives such as the EOSC Steering Board, the EOSC Association, OpenAIRE, 
LA Referencia, and COAR. FECYT’s incorporation into OPERAS marks a significant step towards fostering an 
ecosystem of science that is accessible, interoperable, and open, reinforcing Spain’s role in the global scientific 
community and furthering the impact of Spanish research and scholarship on an international scale.

erih+ 

erih+ is a European journal index covering the Social Sciences and Humanities field, pro-
viding a list of quality-checked journals. The services are placed in the Norwegian Direc-

torate for Higher Education and Skills where also the Norwegian Register for Scientific Journals, Series and 
Publishers are placed. The two journal indexes work together in several areas to ensure quality and efficiency 
in both lists. The erih+ services also consist of an article service which is powered by Dimensions. They harvest 
articles from the indexed (approved) journals and present the articles in a powerful article search: https://erih.

https://erih.dimensions.ai/discover/publication
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dimensions.ai/discover/publication The article search is free and open and provide full-text in the cases where 
the articles are open access. The erih+ journal index is also a free and open-to-all service.

Supporting member
Paris-Nanterre University 

Paris-Nanterre University is a versatile French university institution, offering a diver-
sified range of academic programs and research activities that encompass a broad 

spectrum of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences. Each year, it welcomes over 35,000 students. Its 
network of university libraries comprises 14 establishments.

The library of Paris-Nanterre University offers a variety of collections in paper format, including books, theses, 
journals, films, DVDs and access to online documents. These resources are available through several dozens 
of databases, which offer ebooks, scientific journals (all systematically referenced individually in our catalog), 
online encyclopedias, legal precedents, press articles, as well as various specialized online corpora.

Ordinary member
Agencia Estatal Consejo Superior De Investigaciones Cientifícas (CSIC)

The Spanish National Research Council State Agency (CSIC) is the largest public re-
search organisation in Spain, the fourth-largest public research institution in the Euro-

pean Union and the sixth in the world. Attached to the Ministry of Science and Innovation, with independent 
legal personality, the CSIC plays a key role in scientific and technological policy in Spain and around the world.

Its aim is the promotion, coordination, development and dissemination of multidisciplinary scientific and 
technological research to contribute to the advancement of knowledge and economic, social and cultural 
development, as well as the training of personnel and advice to public and private entities in these fields.

The CSIC carries out research, innovation and training in all fields of knowledge – from the most basic or fun-
damental aspects of Science to the most complex technological developments – distributed in three global 
areas: Life, Society and Matter. 

Lorraine University

With an outreach across 2 metropolises, 10 towns & cities and urban areas within its re-
gion, Université de Lorraine invests wholeheartedly in knowledge production and shar-

ing. It is committed to raising the level of citizens’ educational attainment through intensive research involv-
ing both the basic and applied strands. Université de Lorraine resolutely committed itself to the path of Open 
Science at the beginning of the decade 2010, leading to the first seminar on the subject in 2016. Since then, 
this commitment has been gradually expanded, with a series of annual colloquia, institutional and financial 
support for open editorial initiatives, and the adoption of the national archive HAL as the University’s official 
bibliography in 2018. Since 2019, a dedicated steering committee has been at work, accompanied by three 
operational committees on open publication, data and software, with the aim of providing researchers with a 
secure environment to enable them to more easily cope with current developments in the world of research.

University Press of Rennes

Established in 1984 at the initiative of the teaching staff and researchers at Rennes 2 University, the Uni-
versity Press of Rennes (PUR) emerged with the aim of overseeing the publication and promotion of 
research outcomes in the field of humanities and social sciences. Over time, this editorial network ex-
panded to include 12 partner universities, thereby contributing to making PUR one of the most influen-

https://erih.dimensions.ai/discover/publication
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tial public publishing houses in France. Their mission is to disseminate a wide range of disciplines in the Franco-
phone world. The adoption of an independent and quality-focused editorial policy is ensured by the presence of 
an editorial committee composed of representatives from the 12 partner universities. 

The purpose of the Presses Universitaires de Rennes is to closely reconcile scientific rigor with the imper-
ative of dissemination among the most diverse segments of society. This reconciliation is based on a dual 
conviction, upheld on a daily basis: firstly, the certainty that publication constitutes the arena where sci-
ences are put to the test and where they demonstrate their validity (through criticism and debate, the 
demonstration of rationality and argumentation); secondly, the belief that solid, clear, and distinct publica-
tions represent the privileged tool not only for the advancement of knowledge but also for the education, 
instruction, and emancipation of all citizens.

The University Presses produce specialized collections for research, publishing textbooks in a series called 
Didact ; distributing journals, and creating essays and books with illustrations to reach a broader audience. 
All publications are available in libraries, can be ordered from their website, or accessed directly through 
electronic open-access platforms, including the most notorious in the country such as Cairn, Numilog; 
OpenEdition Journals; OpenEdition Books; and Persée. 

University of Cyprus

The University of Cyprus has the largest university library in Cyprus in terms 
of building and collection. Accordingly, the Library (established in 1992) man-

aged to gain the respect of the academia and the general public of Cyprus and soon was able to partici-
pate in consortia and networks of Europe and beyond. In December 2018 the Library relocated to its new 
premises, the Learning Resource Centre – Library “Stelios Ioannou” on the University Campus. The building 
houses all Library functions, services and collections, which spread to five levels combining stacks, reading 
rooms, work stations, study areas, a 24-hour reading area, as well as a children’s library in a dedicated, spe-
cially designed area. The building has 950 seats for studying in all levels, including 31 four-seat and six-seat 
group study rooms.

Among other tasks and projects, for the last 15 years the University of Cyprus Library is actively supporting 
the European Commission’s vision for Open Science. Since 2009, the Library has been participating in Eu-
ropean projects and acting as the Only National Open Access Desk (NOAD) in the country.

Thoth

Thoth is a metadata management and dissemination platform and service 
specifically tailored to tackle the problems of getting Open Access books into 

the wider supply chain. Thoth enables publishers to ingest, create, manage and export fully open, CC0-li-
censed metadata for their books in a variety of formats and platform-specific flavours of e.g. MARC, KBART, 
JSON, and ONIX via open APIs, and facilitates the dissemination of OA books to metadata and content ag-
gregator platforms as well as into repositories participating in the Thoth Archiving Network.



 OPERAS Annual Report 2023

OPERAS Assembly of the Commons
OPERAS community actively engages in in the development of the OPERAS Research 
Infrastructure

The Assembly of the Commons (AoC) gathered twice in 2023. The first AoC was held in April and the second 
one in May 2023. 

The purpose of the first Assembly of the Commons was to present OPERAS’ annual Implementation Plan 
and to collect contributions and feedback from the OPERAS community. This meeting gave the OPERAS 
ordinary members the opportunity to learn more about OPERAS strategy for the following years and to 
actively take part in the process. Vanessa Proudman and Mark Huskisson chaired the meeting and the 
Implementation plan was presented by members of the OPERAS Coordination Team (Pierre Mounier, 
Yannick Legrè and Karla Avanço).

During the May 2023 meeting, the Special Interest Groups presented their current and planned work and 
highlighted how their objectives and activities are aligned with the OPERAS Implementation Plan. Around 
40% of the ordinary members were represented in each of the Assembly of the Commons. 

Vanessa Proudman is the Director of SPARC Europe with 20 years of 
management experience in facilitating access to knowledge through 
Open Access, Open Science, Open Culture and Open Education in 
Europe. She is advocating for change to increase more equitable access 
to knowledge through international, national and regional policy-
making and extensive advocacy work. Prior to SPARC Europe, she worked 
at Tilburg University on various international initiatives, was programme 
manager at Europeana and led a department on information and IT 
at a UN-European region research institute in Vienna for over 10 years. 

 
Mark Huskisson is responsible for Business Development at the Public 
Knowledge Project (PKP), the developer and stewards of OJS, OMP, 
and OPS. PKP develops open-source software systems that manage 
the complete scholarly publishing workflow for journals, monographs, 
and preprints, and conducting scholarly communication research on 
questions of Open Access and Open Science.
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OPERAS Service and Technologies Board
The Services and Technology Board (STB) is responsible for managing the portfolio of services and 
associated technologies regarding OPERAS AISBL and OPERAS federated services. This includes all services 
that are planned, live or to be retired/discontinued. The STB conducts regularly scheduled service reviews. 
It also collects inputs from other relevant groups or leaders such as Executive Assembly, General Assembly, 
OPERAS Coordination Team, Special Interest Groups, Scientific Advisory Committee, etc. for research 
community needs and evolution of technology. Responsibilities include: 

•	 Advise OPERAS management on the priorities for evolving the service portfolio

•	 Conduct regularly scheduled service reviews with service owners

•	 Maintain a service strategy and implement the recommendations from the OPERAS GA,  
EA, OCT and SIGs

•	 Steer the creation, review and approval of service design and transition packages, including 
descriptions and specifications alongside any information to be added to the service portfolio

•	 Ensure that major changes to services and solutions are endorsed by the process managers/owners

Obtain approval from the relevant governance bodies for all new services and services to be discontinued. 
The STB holds regular monthly meetings.

OPERAS Coordination Team
The OPERAS Coordination Team provides several different coordination, management and secretariat 
functions for the OPERAS Research Infrastructure to support, liaise and advise the Executive Assembly and 
the different bodies of OPERAS. It gathers a variety of expertise and knowledge to support the building of 
OPERAS as an ERIC in areas such as: Strategy and Policy; Legal and Financial; Community and Communication; 
Service Management and Technical Coordination; National Nodes; and Project Management and Planning.

OPERAS Coordination Team at a Meeting in December 2023 in the office in Brussels.
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4
Activities
Engaging with the community: 
Presenting results and learning about  
the community’s needs



36 

 OPERAS Annual Report 2023

Activities highlight 
OPERAS events and presentations

TRIPLE Conference –   
01–03 February, Bonn, Germany 
#SSH #DiscoveryService #GoTriple #TRIPLE2023

First PALOMERA Funder Forum – 23 May, online
#OABooks #FunderForum #PALOMERA

January

February2023
March

April

May

June

July

DIAMAS Survey-a-thon, April, online
#OADiamond @DiamasProject

OPERAS and the consortia of its projects organised 126 events and workshops and presented at several large 
Open Science events to network and engage with the community and different stakeholder groups. This page 
only shows a small selection of different events and presentations for different stakeholders. Some events and 
activities are highlighted on the following pages.

CRAFT-OA face-to-face Kick-off 
21–23 March, Göttingen 
@craftoa_project

 
First cross-project webinar with CRAFT-OA,  
DIAMAS and PALOMERA
#EquitablePublishing
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Translations and Open 
Science Days: December 
18–19, Paris, France
#Translations #OpenScience 
#Multilingualism

Global Summit on Diamond Open Access and 
Diamond Open Access Conference – October 
23–27, Toluca, Mexico
#DiamondOA #GlobalDiamondOA 

COESO Conference Connect.Collaborate.
Create.– 19–21 October, Aubervilliers, France
#ConnectCollobarateCreate #COESO #Participato-
ryResearch #CitizenScience

2024
August

September

October November

December

OPERAS-GER, German national node final event  
September 5, Bonn, Germany
#OPERASGERConnect #NationalNodes #Community #OPERASGER

PUBMET 2023 – 14–15 September, Zadar, Croatia
#PUBMET2023 #ScholComm

Open Science FAIR – 25–27 September, Madrid, Spain
#FAIR #OpenScience #OSFAIR2023

UN Science Summit 12–29 September, New York, USA
Keynote by Suzanne Dumouchel
@ScienceUnga #sciencesummitunga #OpenScience #DiamonOA
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Focus on        Global Summit on Open Access
The purpose of the Global Summit on Diamond Open Access is to bring the Diamond OA community to-
gether in a dialogue between journal editors, organisations, experts, and stakeholders from all continents. 
This unique event consists in a series of hybrid and multilingual events organised from 23 to 27 October 
2023 in Toluca (Mexico) by Redalyc, UAEMéx, AmeliCA, UNESCO, CLACSO, UÓR, ANR, cOAlition S, OPERAS 
and Science Europe.

In the conclusions the way forward was described.1 The results of the 2nd Diamond Open Access Conference 
are published in a report.2

1	   https://operas.hypotheses.org/6792
2	  Saenen, B., Ancion, Z., et al. 2024, Februar 20). 2nd Diamond Access Conference Report. 2nd Diamond Open Access 

Conference, Toluca, México. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10683099

The Global Summit on Diamond Open Access was an event that brought together 688 
participants from 457 institutions and 75 countries. A global community actively 
collaborating to promote the consolidation of the Diamond Open Access Model.

https://t.co/JdycQ36wYd
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1068309
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Focus on     TRIPLE final conference: “Improving Discovery 
and Collaboration in Open Science”
In February 2023, the final conference of the TRIPLE project brought together 154 participants from 19 Eu-
ropean countries to discuss how to improve discovery and collaboration in Open Science, particularly with 
a focus on the main output of the TRIPLE project, the multilingual and multidisciplinary GoTriple Discovery 
platform. 3 keynotes, 4 workshops, 10 presentations and two roundtable discussions shed light on topics 
such as Metadata, Knowledge Production and A.I., collaboration and multilingualism and scholarly com-
munication. 

3 keynotes			  4 workshops

10 presentations		  2 roundtable discussions

154 participants 

https://www.gotriple.eu/
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Focus on      COESO’s final conference: “Connect.Collabo-
rate.Create. Bridging communities to foster participato-
ry research and citizen science”
In October 2023, the Connect.Collaborate.Create. conference brought academia and society together in 
Paris (Campus Condorcet) to address citizen science and participatory research in the social sciences and 
humanities disciplines. With 170 participants from across four continents, 3 keynotes, 27 breakout sessions, 
2 plenary panels, 16 posters, and organised networking activities, the 3-day event cultivated knowledge ex-
change, idea generation and networking among citizen science practitioners, funders, policy 
makers, ethics experts and more. Co-organised by the COESO project and the PRO-Ethics project, both 
funded by the EU Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme, the conference covered a range of 
topics, including: developing better support services and research infrastructures for participatory 
research; evaluation and assessment of citizen science; the responsibilities of policy makers to 
enable a democratic scientific system; how funders can facilitate meaningful societal participation in 
research; and more. The full program and links to reflective blog posts from a variety of participants are 
on the website.  

170  participants			 3 keynotes

27 breakout sessions		 2 plenary panels

16 posters

https://ccc.sciencesconf.org/
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Focus on      UN Science Summit
In her Keynote at the UN Science Summit in New York Suzanne Dumouchel, OPERAS Partnerships Coordi-
nator, and Director of the EOSC Association, linked the future of people-centred science with the discours 
on Open Science, community-led publishing and Diamond Open Access. OPERAS was honoured to be 
part of the discussion on the next internet generation: 

Suzanne Dumouchel described the role of science in moving from technical to human and social needs by 
installing community labs and a Diamond protocol for all. 

Working together on the future of 
the internet: Bob Kahn, Suzanne 
Dumouchel, Vinton Cerf at the UN 
Science Summit
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OPERAS National Nodes Activities
OPERAS established a roadmap for national nodes in 2023

The development of the OPERAS National Nodes received a great boost during 2023 with the creation of the 
first roadmap for all the existing and future nodes of the OPERAS Research Infrastructure. Within the work 
carried out during the year, guidelines were established for the existence and sustainability of the nodes, 
which represent OPERAS at the national and local levels and grasp the needs of each national community. 

The nodes active on the OPERAS-PLUS project established a vision for the OPERAS nodes, together with a 
strategy to be followed during the coming years. The strategy organises as well requirements and metrics 
to be collected and supported in each national community. OPERAS currently has 13 national representa-
tives that are supported by the OPERAS Coordination Team to build-up national communities. 

The OPERAS-PLUS Work Package 7, which is dedicated to supporting the national nodes, has also put 
together efforts to deliver a second report on the OPERAS national nodes challenges and opportunities.

All in all the nodes presented OPERAS and their national activities at 16 external events and organised 4 
conferences themselves. OPERAS-SL and OPERAS-HR both organised a first event to officially start their 
national communities. All together they organised 4 trainings on OPERAS services, 3 on FAIR-related topics 
and 3 on Open Science topics and impacted more than 230 people in their countries with this trainings. 

Highlights

OPERAS-GER Final Event, 05 September 2023, one day on-sight, with 40 participants

OPERAS-HR (kick-off), 16 June 2023, hybrid, 60 participants

OPERAS-SL Presentation of the OPERAS infrastructure and the GoTriple service: discovering research re-
sults in the social sciences and humanities, 14 April 2023, virtual, 23 participants

OPERAS-PL, Representation at the 
DH2023 in Graz, 10 to 14 July 2023
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The Special Interest Groups
7 Special Interest Groups gathering from OPERAS members

The Special Interest Groups (SIG) are an important part of the OPERAS engine. Due to their nature, the SIGs 
are the groups capable of identifying needs and challenges coming from the broader community. Such 
needs and challenges can then be addressed by OPERAS through projects and the development of new 
services. Furthermore, the SIGs represent a forum to produce feedback and to assess if OPERAS activities 
meet the needs of the community.

OPERAS (SIGs) gather experts and promote an international, multi-disciplinary working atmosphere. The 
groups are open to all members of the OPERAS community.

The SIGs are still using a roadmap as a planning tool for detailing yearly activities and align objectives with 
OPERAS’ strategies, methods, and ongoing projects.

Highlights of 2023

The Advocacy Special Interest Group organised an Open Chat Series6 with experts in advocacy and com-
munications, researchers, publishers and other members of the SSH community. The series highlighted 
the connection of the SIG with OPERAS services, such as Go Triple7 and the Innovation Lab8. The series 
received some general communication support to advertise the events from the OCT

The Best Practices Special Interest Group defined their modus operandi of contribution and collabora-
tion primarily with the Horizon Europe funded DIAMAS project9. The SIG participants represented the	
OPERAS community as experts in best practices and provided feedback on the first version of the Extensi-
ble Quality Standard for Institutional Publishing (EQSIP)10, an output of the DIAMAS project

6	  https://operas-eu.org/special-interest-groups/advocacy-2/how-to-advocacy/ 
7	  https://www.gotriple.eu/ 
8	  https://lab.operas-eu.org/ 
9	  https://diamasproject.eu/ 
10	  Armengou, C., Redhead, C., & Rooryck, J. (2023). D3.5 Extensible Quality Standard in Institutional Publishing (EQSIP) 

V1.0_approved by the EC. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10406062 

https://operas-eu.org/special-interest-groups/advocacy-2/how-to-advocacy/
https://www.gotriple.eu/
https://lab.operas-eu.org/
https://diamasproject.eu/
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10406062
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Projects
OPERAS and the Executive Assembly participated in 13 projects running in 2023

OPERAS had in total of 13 active projects in 2023: 3 new (GraspOS, Craft-OA, PALOMERA), 4 closed (COESO, 
Triple, Translation, OPERAS-GER), and 6 running projects (Skills4EOSC, DIAMAS, Advancing to Launch by 
Developing IDS Governance Building Blocks – as part of the OAEBU DT effort, OPERAS-Plus, OPERAS-PL, 
H2IOSC). 1 proposal (ATRIUM) was submitted in 2023 and, with the funding approval, will start in 2024.

Among all, 9 projects receive EU grants via Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe Programs. OAEBU DT’s cur-
rent project is supported by the Mellon Foundation (United States) while 4 OPERAS node projects receive 
national fundings from France, Poland, Italy, and Germany. With different levels of involvement, OPERAS 
contributes either by participating as a key member or acting as a coordinator leading overall project man-
agement and implementation.

In 2023, OPERAS broadened and deepened its impact via projects at national, pan-European, as well as 
international level. The projects support the infrastructure in developing different areas:
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Research Infrastructure
On its path to becoming operational as an ERIC in 2028 and selected as an infrastructure in the ESFRI 
Roadmap, OPERAS aims to structure, develop, and consolidate the European Research Infrastructure eco-
system and open Social Sciences and Humanities scholarly communication. OPERAS-PLUS, funded by 
Horizon Europe Programme, carries the mission to support new ESFRI Research Infrastructure projects in 
their preparatory phase. OPERAS-GER, OPERAS-PL and H2IOSC, as national node projects, contribute and 
strengthen the linkage of RIs landscape. ATRIUM aims to advance frontier knowledge in the scope of Arts 
and Humanities by building Research infrastructures services. 

Open Access: Diamond OA Model of Publishing, Policy Alignment of Open Access 
Monographs, Open Access Books
OPERAS commits to the transition of Open Access (OA) for scholarly communication with projects address-
ing a wide range of access aspects. 

By improving technical infrastructure for publishing with tools, resources as well as services, and enhanc-
ing operational capacity of scholarly publishers and service providers, DIAMAS and CRAFT-OA foster the 
growth of Diamond model of Open Access publishing that upholds access quality, sustainability, usability, 
and equity. PALOMERA, speeds up the transition and alignment to Open Access for academic books by 
supporting the development and implementation of Open Access book policies and strategies. To answer 
the challenge of aggregation, curation and benchmarking of Open Access book usage data, the  OAEBU 
DT effort works towards launching a data space (adapted from the international data spaces (IDS) data 
space model) to facilitate exchanging reliable OA book usage data in a trusted, equitable, and communi-
ty-governed way. 

Open Science: Practices of Citizen Science & Innovation
OPERAS’ ambition is to remove barriers in the SSH scholarly communication system and make Open Sci-
ence a reality for the European Research Area and the world beyond. 

One of the innovative practices was put in place through TRIPLE discovery service which acts as a metada-
ta navigator for  local repositories, national and international aggregators. Connecting research and society, 
COESO supported 10 citizen science pilots. Together they collaboratively designed a common platform 
VERA, which is one of the OPERAS core services, to co-create new knowledge and community solutions. 
Skills4EOSC is building an Open Science and FAIR training ecosystem relying on common methodolo-
gies and Competence Centers that will be set up within the EOSC environment. Translations and Open 
Science tackled challenges to multilingualism by exploring new translation processes and 
technologies based on the community needs and GraspOS builds an open and trusted federated 
infrastructure to support and enable reforms towards open science-aware responsible research assesment.
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Project 
Name Start End Funding Information Coordinator Website/further infor- 

mation

COESO Jan. 
2021 Dec. 2023 H2020-SwafS-27-2020 EHESS / 

OpenEdition coeso.hypotheses.org/

CRAFT-OA Jan. 
2023 Dec. 2025 HORIZON-IN-

FRA-2022-EOSC-01 UGOE craft-oa.eu/

DIAMAS Sept. 
2022 Aug. 2025 HORIZON-WIDE- 

RA-2021-ERA-01

Université Aix 
Marseille / 
OpenEdition

diamasproject.eu/

GraspOS Jan. 
2023 Dec. 2025 HORIZON-IN-

FRA-2022-EOSC-01
ATHENA – R&I 
CENTER

OAEBU DT Jul. 
2022 Jun. 2025 Mellon Foundation UNT www.oabookusage. 

org/

OPERAS- 
GER

Oct. 
2020

Sept. 
2023

Federal Ministry of 
Eduation and Re-
search Germany 
(BMBF)

MWS operas-
ger.hypotheses.org/

OPERAS- 
PLUS

Sept. 
2022 Jul. 2025 HORIZON-IN- 

FRA-2021-DEV-02 MWS operas-eu.org/pro- 
jects/operas-plus/

OPERAS-PL Sept. 
2022 Aug. 2024 Polish Ministry of Ed-

ucation and Science IBL PAN operas.pl/

H2IOSC Nov. 
2022 Apr. 2025 NextGenerationEU – 

NRRP M4C2 CNR https://www.h2iosc. 
cnr.it/

PALOMERA Jan. 
2023 Dec. 2025 HORIZON-WIDE-

RA-2022-ERA-01-42
OPERAS/ 
OAPEN

operas-eu.org/pro- 
jects/palomera/

Skills4EOSC Sept. 
2022 Aug. 2025 HORIZON-IN-

FRA-2021-EOSC-01
GARR consor-
tium

www.epos-
eu.org/skills4eosc

Translation 
and Open 
Science

Sept. 
2022 Aug. 2023 French National Fund OPERAS

operas-eu.org/ 
projects/
translations-and-
open-science/

TRIPLE Oct. 
2019 Mar. 2023 H2020- INFRAEO- 

SC-02-2019 CNRS www.gotriple.eu/

To Come in 
2024

ATRIUM Jan. 
2024 Jun. 2027 HORIZON-INFRA-

2023-SERV-01-02 DARIAH https://atrium-re-
search.eu/

graspos.eu

http://www.gotriple.eu/
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Focus on  

The PALOMERA project (Policy Alignment of Open Access Book Monographs in the European Research 
Area, Jan 2023 – Dec 2024, funded by the European Union)11 seeks to understand why so few Open Access 
(OA) funder policies include books, and to provide actionable recommendations to change this. 

After kicking off the project in January 2023, the initial phase of data collection started where the project 
collected around 900 documents across 29 countries. Within this process, more than 450 policies were 
preliminarily analysed by the research team to draw the policy map needed in the second phase happen-
ing in the first two quarters of 2024. At the same time, numerous online public events were held to consult 
with different stakeholder types (publishers, researchers, librarians, infrastructure providers, policymakers, 
funders and similar) to feed into the project’s information-gathering phase. Additionally, the project pre-
pared itself for the very first validation event with the aim to hear feedback from the community on the 
gathered documents and make sure it captures anything missing. This was marked by announcing the 
PALOMERA Knowledge Base12, , which can already be used for browsing all the documents that have been 
collected. This tool is set to become a significant resource in its own right and provide insights into the pol-
icy landscape for OA books, and the needs, gaps and perspectives for further policymaking. 

Another very important output established by the PALOMERA project is the Funder Forum. The idea of 
creating a Funder Forum surfaced when several European research funders (including FWF, SNSF, NWO, 

11	 https://operas-eu.org/projects/palomera/
12	 https://knowledgebase.oabooks-toolkit.org/communities/d1a1c329-7b66-44ff-b888-c1573a3cac85 

https://knowledgebase.oabooks-toolkit.org/communities/d1a1c329-7b66-44ff-b888-c1573a3cac85
https://www.fwf.ac.at/en/
https://www.snf.ch/en
https://www.nwo.nl/en
https://knowledgebase.oabooks-toolkit.org/communities/d1a1c329-7b66-44ff-b888-c1573a3cac85
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UKRI, DFG, ERC and the EC) participated in 
a workshop on OA books in October 2021 or-
ganised by OAPEN. A common interest was 
expressed to have OAPEN coordinate a forum 
where research funders can convene to dis-
cuss OA books. As scientific coordinator of the 
PALOMERA project, it now makes sense to in-
stall this forum, and also use it to address OA 
book policymaking across Europe, which is di-
verse and not yet widespread. The Funder Fo-
rum facilitates the exchange of practices and 
experiences between research funders about 
policies designed to promote OA of academic books, and – where possible – align such policies and prac-
tices. It explores ways to deal with challenges and obstacles identified by the participants collaboratively. In 
2023, there were two Funder Forum events organised with others planned in 2024 already. This was accom-
panied by the publication of the PALOMERA’s first policy brief13 including recommendations on supporting 
this particular type of discussion forum.

Finally, PALOMERA has joined forces with two sister projects, CRAFT-OA and DIAMAS, also funded by the 
European Union, in a cross-project collaboration effort towards Creating Community-Driven Pathways to 
Equitable Open Scholarly Publishing. In a webinar series, conference presentations, meetings and other 
events, this collaboration aims to share the projects’ joint efforts with the community, discuss the nature of 
‘community-driven’ projects and listen to questions that need to be answered. 

To conclude its work, the PALOMERA project is set to deliver the resources and a set of actionable as well as 
evidence-based recommendations for the adoption of OA book policies and strategies by the end of 2024. 

Focus on       The Translation and Open Science project
The Translations and Open Science project was launched in 2020 by the French National Fund for Open 
Science (FNSO) with the aim to explore the role of technology-aided translation in promoting multilingual-
ism in scholarly communication. Following a first report14 published in 2020, four exploratory studies were 
conducted in 2022–23 under the coordination of OPERAS in order to assess the feasibility of a technolo-
gy-aided, collaborative translation service for open scholarly communication, combining digital language 
resources, translation technologies and human skills. In particular, the studies aimed to:

• Identify translation-related needs, practices and tools of the main stakeholders in scholarly
communication;

• Map and collect existing bilingual publications in order to build specialised language resources, in
particular translation memories and terminology databases;

• Evaluate a selection of machine translation engines in a variety of scenarios of scholarly communication;

• Suggest a sustainable operating model for the future service.

13	 Niels Stern, Johan Rooryck. (2023). D4.1 – PALOMERA 1st Policy Brief: Alignment beyond PALOMERA (1.5). Zenodo. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8402385 and https://operas-eu.org/projects/palomera/results/palomera-1st-policy-brief/ 

14	  https://hal-lara.archives-ouvertes.fr/OUVRIR-LA-SCIENCE/hal-03640511

https://www.ukri.org/
https://www.dfg.de/en/
https://erc.europa.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/index_en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MujsbammMOw
https://hal-lara.archives-ouvertes.fr/OUVRIR-LA-SCIENCE/hal-03640511
https://hal-lara.archives-ouvertes.fr/OUVRIR-LA-SCIENCE/hal-03640511
https://hal-lara.archives-ouvertes.fr/OUVRIR-LA-SCIENCE/hal-03640511
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8402385
https://operas-eu.org/projects/palomera/results/palomera-1st-policy-brief/
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The four studies involved some 60 participants including researchers, publishers, academic translators, 
technical and editorial staff from dissemination platforms, librarians, legal experts, research engineers, aca-
demic students, and decision makers.

Project outcomes
The picture that emerged from the studies shows a great diversity of existing translation needs and prac-
tices, with the same diversity being found in the landscape of translation tools, some of which offer better 
performances but not without raising a number of questions regarding ethics, transparency and inde-
pendence. Such findings prove that an informed but flexible approach is required for the development of 
the future service, which should serve as a meeting point for the interests of the different stakeholders in 
multilingual scholarly communication.

More information about the project and the four exploratory studies can be found on the following pages: 

• Translations and Open Science page on OPERAS website15 (in English)

• Project blog16 (in French)

• Translations and Open Science page on the FNSO website17 (in English and French)

The project was presented at 11 events during the period 2022–24 throughout Europe (France, Germany, 
Italy, Portugal) and in Canada.  The two-day workshop that marked the end of the current phase of the 
project – the Translations and Open Science Days – was held in Paris with around 30 participants on-site 
and a dozen participants connected on-line.

15	  https://operas-eu.org/projects/translations-and-open-science/
16	  https://tradso.hypotheses.org/
17	  https://www.ouvrirlascience.fr/report-by-the-translations-and-open-science-working-group/

Susanna Fiorini presents the Translations and Open Science Project at the TRIPLE final conference.
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Focus on       COESO: COllaborative Engagement on SOcial 
     Issues project

In its final year, the COESO project (2021–2023), 
funded through the EU Horizon 2020 R&I 
Programme, continued to foster the growth of 
Citizen Science in the Social Sciences and Human-
ities. Citizen Science and participatory research 
methodologies bring society and academia togeth-
er to co-produce relevant research. In its three years, 
COESO enabled 10 “Pilot” citizen science projects18 in 
the social sciences and humanities, each with a fo-
cus on a specific social issue and involving different 
SSH disciplines. In addition to providing the Pilots 
with funding, COESO facilitated Mutual Learning 
Exercises (MLEs)19 among Pilot members – for shar-

ing knowledge and practices with each other, especially in regards to research storytelling. Pilot members 
also provided input and feedback during the design and development process of the main COESO output: 
the VERA hub. 2023 saw the finalisation of several  activities: in January, COESO launched the VERA 
hub20, a public digital platform where researchers and society members can network, find and set up tools 
for project collaboration, and search for research funding. Presentations about the platform were made 
throughout the year, and by December, 49 researchers and 70 citizen sciences were registered (including 
private and public profiles). VERA’s funding tool, in particular, was continuously enhanced throughout the 
year with the ongoing addition of relevant SSH citizen science funding opportunities, and COESO further 
engaged European funders21 in conversation about how best to support SSH citizen science. In another 
area of the project, COESO applied internal communication data from the Pilots to develop a “proof of 
concept” for a potential tool, “Cooperation Analytics”22. The tool utilises Natural Language Processing tech-
niques to analyse written and spoken language for the purpose of assisting citizen science practitioners to 
self-assess how they cooperate with each other.  Additionally, COESO interviewed the Pilot members about 
their work and featured a number of them in an engaging podcast series, “Exploring Citizen Science”23, and 
a multilingual article series, “Terrains Communs” (English: “Common Grounds”24), on the Cafebabel online 
magazine – thus increasing the visibility and recognition of the SSH contribution to citizen science. Infor-
mation about COESO’s key results, including the 10 Pilots, were featured at its well-attended final confer-
ence, “Connect.Collaborate.Create.”25 in October 2023. All 33 of COESO’s deliverables remain openly available 
on Zenodo (#COESO Project). 

The project came to a close in December 2023, and OPERAS will continue to support society-academic 
research collaborations through its commitment to the ongoing management of the VERA hub.  OPERAS 
is currently searching for funding opportunities and partners to continue supporting citizen science and 
participatory research within social sciences and humanities disciplines, as part of its “Services for Society”.

18	  https://coeso.hypotheses.org/pilots
19	  https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10046771
20	  https://vera.operas-eu.org
21	  https://coeso.hypotheses.org/funding-advocacy
22	  https://coeso.hypotheses.org/4551
23	  https://podfollow.com/exploring-citizen-science
24	  https://cafebabel.com/en/article/tag/common-grounds/
25	  https://ccc.sciencesconf.org/

https://zenodo.org/search?q=%22%23COESO%20Project%22&l=list&p=1&s=10&sort=bestmatch
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Services
9 services in production, 3 in various phases of evaluation and design

OPERAS offers a range of useful services that can greatly benefit researchers and authors in the SSH com-
munity. These services enable researchers to discover open scholarly resources, improve the quality of 
peer-review practices, engage in collaborative citizen science projects, and more.

OPERAS Service Catalogue

Discovery Services: 

Exploring Social Sciences and Humanities research in multiple languages

Finding editorial services for academic publishing

Quality Assurance Services: 

Increasing transparency about peer review for monographs

Research for Society Services: 

Fostering research dialogues and impact through academic blogging

 Activating participatory research in Citizen Science

Analytics Services: 

Measuring usage and impact of Open Access content

The current service portfolio with some brief descriptions are provided below:

GoTriple: enables users to discover and reuse open scholarly resources in multiple languages. It also allows 
users to connect with other authors and researchers in the humanities and social sciences and provides 
innovative tools such as visualisation, analytics, web annotation, trust building and recommender systems.

Metrics: collects usage and impact metrics from various sources related to published Open Access books, 
which can be accessed, displayed and analysed from a single access point. 
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PRISM (Peer Review Information Service for Monograph): aims to improve transparency and trust in Open 
Access book publishing by providing standardised information about the peer-review process. 

Hypotheses: a platform that provides a space for SSH research blogs, fostering innovative formats of schol-
arly communication and offering multilingual content.

VERA: a platform that allows SSH researchers to build citizen science projects together with diverse stake-
holders and provides tools to facilitate the collaboration and the project’s development. 

Pathfinder: enhances the visibility of editorial services and connects editors and editorial managers with 
services and service providers.

Translation: Though this service is undergoing only a design study, it is included here as it is a dedicated 
task part of OPERAS-PLUS WP5. The platform aims to provide a collaborative environment for researchers 
and professionals to translate 

OPERAS Services and Research Lifecycle
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OPERAS Internal Services

Internal services include:

FitSM®: a training and certification program in lightweight service management mainly for OPERAS 
members.

OPERAS ID: provides a single solution for user registration across all services, offering federated identity 
such as ORCID, Google, EGI Check-in.

Messaging: dedicated Mattermost server for collaborative messaging.FitSM® is a training and certifica-
tion program in lightweight service management mainly available for OPERAS members.

OPERAS also offers a range of professional services to support the management and coordination of scholarly 
communication in the SSH. This includes consultancy services on topics such as FAIR data management, IT 
service management (ITSM), policy development and Open Science. OPERAS also provides communication 
and outreach services to help increase the visibility and impact of SSH research.

OPERAS ID

The last year was primarily centred around the technical development of services. We witnessed many 
services transition between different phases, and we successfully implemented a system to manage and 
monitor these transitions effectively. Additionally, we established a robust governance structure to ensure 
smooth operations of our services.

At the start of 2022, there were only 4 services in Beta, with 6 services either in the design 
phase or earlier. Therefore, it was a busy year from a development perspective. By the  
end of mid-2023 (the timing of writing), 9 services were in production, 0 in Beta and  
only 3 in Alpha or under design. 

Currently, we have 6 services in the OPERAS service 
catalogue and 11 in OPERAS service portfolio. 
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The VERA hub26 connects and supports SSH researchers and society members to co-create research to-
gether. It enables collaborative research with and for society, empowering participatory research in the 
social sciences and humanities by making it easy to create a diverse research team, find funding, work to-
gether and share project information with the community. VERA was developed together with citizen sci-
ence practitioners through the COESO project (2021-2023) and released to the public in January 2023. It is 
updated regularly in response to community feedback. The VERA Hub tutorial27  provides a quick overview 
of how to use all its features. In late 2023, representatives from the OPERAS national nodes were  trained on 
how to use VERA and provided with resources for conducting VERA trainings and demonstrations in their 
respective countries. 

• For professionals working on social issues and academic researchers

• Use matching tool to find research partners

• Browse useful collaboration tools

• Search for funding

• Post project updates

26	  https://vera.operas-eu.org/ 
27	  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBQGGOR3JJ8&t=110s 

Page view:  https://vera.operas-eu.org/ 

https://vera.operas-eu.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBQGGOR3JJ8&t=110s
https://vera.operas-eu.org/
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Focus on  
The Peer Review Information Service 
for Monographs, PRISM28 for short, 
is a free quality insurance service for 
publishers, aimed at increasing trust 
in open access book publishing by 
improving transparency around peer 
review procedures. It is provided by 
the Directory of Open Access Books 
(DOAB) and has been part of the OP-
ERAS service catalogue29 since its 
launch in November 2022.

PRISM gives publishers the opportu-
nity to display information about their 
peer review procedures across their 
entire catalogue in a standardised way, 
on both a publisher level and an indi-
vidual title level. At the publisher level, 
all peer review processes are visible, as 
multiple processes may be used across 
series and titles. At the individual pub-
lication level, the specific peer review 
process applied to that title is applied. 

In 2023 over 5,000 PRISM records were 
added to DOAB. The majority of these 
records can be attributed to KIT Scien-
tific Publishing and Taylor & Francis, 
but there are now 13 publishers who 
participate in PRISM. A PRISM widget 
was developed for participating pub-
lishers to display on their website and 
can be deployed using information 
found in this documentation30. 

During Peer Review Week (25–29 September 2023), DOAB published a blog promoting PRISM and encour-
aging publishers to consider using the service. PRISM was also mentioned earlier in 2023 in the celebratory 
blog for the 10th anniversary of DOAB. 

PRISM benefits all stakeholders in the scholarly communications ecosystem by giving librarians confidence 
in recommending Open Access publications to their patrons, allowing funders and users to see key details 
about quality control processes of Open Access books, and of course, providing publishers with the oppor-
tunity to showcase their best practices.

28	  https://www.doabooks.org/en/publishers/prism
29	  https://operas-eu.org/services/prism/
30	  https://github.com/trilobiet/prism-widget

OPERAS SERVICES CATALOGUE

Provided by:
DOAB Foundation

Challenge Solution

As a reader, how can I tell
which books in DOAB have

peer review details associated
with them?

Use this query to retrieve all
works in DOAB with

associated PRISM records

As a librarian, how can I easily
obtain a list of all DOAB titles
that have undergone double-

anonymised peer review?

Use the DOAB API to retrieve
specific PRISM metadata and

freely distribute and
incorporate it into library
search tools worldwide

As a publisher, how can I show
peer review information for

each of the titles on my site?

Implement the PRISM
widget to display PRISM
information next to each

work

Try it now

PRISM aims to provide information from open access (OA) book publishers, based on their publishing
practices, in particular their peer review procedure. The service is intended to enable publishers to
provide information at both publisher level and individual publication level. The goal of the service is to
support trust in OA book publishing, by improving transparency around quality assurance of OA book
publishers and their publications.

FEATURES

Peer Review Information Service for Monographs (PRISM)

At the publisher level:
All their peer review processes are visible (as they may have more than one process in use across all their series
and titles).  

At the level of an individual publication:
The peer review process applied to that work is displayed. 

Increasing transparency about peer review for monographs

add icon

Follow us: @OPERASEU

Newsletter subscription: 
www.operas-eu.org/operas-newsletter 

Publishers
Librarians
Funders
Researchers
Students
General readers

Who is it for?

OPERAS offers a comprehensive approach to scholarly communication,
supporting the entire cycle of scholarly communication and enabling
greater community control over openness ad accessiblilty. OPERAS
aggregates, federates and scales up resources, providingservices to
increase the overall quality of Social Sciences and Humanities research.

PRISM Poster Presentation

https://directory.doabooks.org/discover?query=peerreview.id%3A*
 https://directory.doabooks.org/browse?type=publisher&value=KIT+Scientific+Publishing
 https://directory.doabooks.org/browse?type=publisher&value=KIT+Scientific+Publishing
https://directory.doabooks.org/browse?type=publisher&value=Taylor+%26+Francis
https://www.doabooks.org/blog/?link=https%3A%2F%2Foapen.hypotheses.org%2F690
https://www.doabooks.org/blog/?link=https%3A%2F%2Foapen.hypotheses.org%2F633
https://www.doabooks.org/blog/?link=https%3A%2F%2Foapen.hypotheses.org%2F633
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OPERAS FAIR Activities
Adoption of FAIR principles to Social Sciences and Humanities research results

In 2023, the FAIR principles adoption was integrated with OPERAS training-related activities. In the context 
of the Skills4EOSC project, OPERAS prepared an extensive learning path for researchers that includes a FAIR 
principles’ presentation. In terms of services, the FAIR principles were also addressed through the GoTriple 
platform: the end of the project was also the time to deliver the final version of the platform’s Provider Hand-
book, which details the data management best practices improving the referencing on the GoTriple. More 
precisely related to the publishing activities, the FAIR principles were an essential part of the deliverable from 
the CRAFT-OA project which was delivered at the end of 2023: “Report on Standards for Best Publishing 
Practices and Basic Technical Requirements in the Light of FAIR Principles”.31 The OPERAS team directly con-
tributed to this deliverable. In addition, the OPERAS team continued its coordination work with ERICs in the 
SSH in order to connect the FAIR related activities in the widest range of SSH disciplines. OPERAS and the 
ERICs CESSDA, CLARIN and DARIAH met during the year to exchange information about their respective 
projects and collaborated in the shaping of the training for researchers achieved in the Skills4EOSC context. In 
a more global context and in collaboration with SSHOC members, OPERAS submitted to RDA (Research Data 
Alliance) the proposition of a WG dedicated to the alignment of multilingual vocabularies that represent in 
themselves a FAIR-enabling tool. The WG should become active in the course of 2024. Besides the continuing 
activities within Skills4EOSC, CRAFT-OA and RDA, the OPERAS team intends to increase the FAIR awareness 
and adoption in the OPERAS community thanks to the SIG Standards.

OPERAS engagement in Europe
Empowering Social Sciences and Humanities research by collaboration

The European Commission has been supporting Open Science for many years, both at a political level with 
official documents and a financial level with infrastructure funding and the building of the EOSC. Most re-
cently are the Council Conclusions on Research Assessment and Implementation of Open Science, which 
emphasises the role of Open Access publishing as a core component of Open Science.

OPERAS was identified in the Conclusions as one of the major organisations able to support the 
“European approach and capacities for academic publishing and scholarly communication”. 
Open Science goal is a more sound and transparent science, which can be a game changer in the achieve-
ment of the UN Sustainable Development Goals. Hence, research should not only be responsive to societal 
needs but co-created in deep dialogue with society itself.

The Conclusions of the Council on Research Assessment and Implementation of Open Science clearly in-
sist on the need to better support Open Access publishing and open scholarly communication from both a 
financial and a strategic perspective. To increase the impact of science, and especially its use and reuse by dif-
ferent stakeholders, open scholarly communication practices must be shared and improved in a coordinated 
manner. This coordination should be managed at the political level by the Member States, and also at the sci-
entific level by increased collaborations between scientific organisations: defining priorities, gaps; supporting 
Open Access publishers[1]; developing innovative practices of scholarly communication, increasing the visibil-
ity and access of the scientific outputs, etc. This list, coming from the Council Conclusions, shows how Open 

Access is an asset in the Open Science policy and the need to have a Research Infrastructure dedicated to it.

31	  Armengou, C., Edig, X. van ., Laakso, M., & Umerle, T. (2023). CRAFT-OA Deliverable 3.1 Report on Standards for Best 
Publishing Practices and Basic Technical Requirements in the Light of FAIR Principles (Draft). Zenodo. https://doi.
org/10.5281/zenodo.8112662

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8112662
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8112662


57 -

 OPERAS Annual Report 2023

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION [...] WELCOMES the setting 
up of [...] dedicated research infrastructures such as [...] OPERAS 
(Open scholarly communication in the European Research Area for 
social sciences and humanities);32 

Collaboration is also addressed in the context of the European policy on Research Infrastructures, especially 
“for the advancement of science, science diplomacy, tackling global challenges and increasing access to ex-
cellence” as written in the Council Conclusions on Research Infrastructures published in December 2022. In 
this perspective, it is particularly welcome to engage with Research Infrastructures that have close relations or 
that are part of the same scientific domain.The European Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructures (ESFRI) 
has developed a dedicated taxonomy for Research Infrastructures based on their specialties and socio-eco-
nomics impacts. The Social and Cultural Innovation (SCI) domain, for instance, deals with Research Infrastruc-
tures that are related to Social Sciences and Humanities.

Collaboration
OPERAS RI has engaged into several collaborations on different levels with the SSH ESFRIs. Three different 
tools structure the general framework of collaborations between OPERAS and the SSH ESFRIs:

• Signature of MoUs: with the SSHOC community in May 2022 and with CESSDA in September 2022.

• Opening a seat at the General Assembly level through dedicated supporting membership with DARIAH.

• Being partners in different EU projects for the SSH community (OPERAS-P, TRIPLE, OPERAS-PLUS,
SSHOC, Palomera). Most of these projects are initiated by OPERAS to call for collaboration with the
existing ERICs from the Social and Cultural Innovation domain.

• Being part of the SSHOC governing board to address in an aligned way the SSH needs.

OPERAS added values
OPERAS Research Infrastructure is a member of the EOSC Association and as such it has joined the opera-
tional group made of the ESFRIs that are members of the Association.

• In collaboration with Science Europe, Coalition S and ANR, it published the Diamond Action Plan and will
be the provider of the future capacity centre for Diamond Journals.

• OPERAS has been identified as one of the primary organisations able to support the “European approach
and capacities for academic publishing and scholarly communication” in the Council Conclusions on
Research Assessment and Implementation of Open Science

OPERAS has signed the Coalition for Advancing Research Assessment (COARA) call on research assessment 
and supports the Coalition through some of its services. OPERAS actively participates  joined  in two working 
groups linked with its activities: 

• 	Multilingualism and language biases in research assessment

• 	Recognising and rewarding peer review

Find more details on the role of the OPERAS Research Infrastructure in the first policy brief of the OPERAS 
community.33

32	 Council of the European Union, Research assessment and implementation of Open Science, Council 
conclusions (adpted on 10 Jun 2022), p. 9, https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/56958/st10126-en22.pdf

33	 OPERAS Community: Supporting European capacities for Social Sciences and Humanities academic publishing 
and scholarly communicaion: The role of the OPERAS research infrastructure, Policy Brief, 2023, DOI: 10.5281/
zenodo.11505526

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/56958/st10126-en22.pdf
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OPERAS Impact
Measuring OPERAS impact on strengthening

In 2023 a monitoring framework was developed for the OPERAS Research Infrastructure to oversee OP-
ERAS activities, measure its long-term impact and give governing bodies and managers an overview to 
fine-tune the performance. It provides metrics and key performance indicators (KPIs) across various as-
pects of the OPERAS research infrastructure. The framework is developed to provide KPIs aligned with 
OPERAS' objectives and pillars and to demonstrate its influence on society, economy, innovation and policy.

The OPERAS Central Hub is responsible for organising self-assessment and consultation, monitoring KPIs 
and risks, providing guidance on quality management to National Nodes and Service Providers, and em-
ploying benchmarking and best practices to support the planning and development of quality manage-
ment of OPERAS.

The performance of OPERAS ERIC shall be evaluated annually against a set of KPIs. The list of KPIs is expect-
ed to evolve according to needs and practicality. The KPIs are categorised into 5 types:

• Communication indicators

• Service indicators

• Community indicators

• Financial & socio-economic indicators

• Governance & management indicators

In addition to these, OPERAS has a set of KPIs for assessing the recognition, relevance and impact of OPERAS. 
As a starting point, a few of these indicators are introduced in the following sections. For 2023 we can present a 
choice of indicators. They can show OPERAS impact on strengthening and improving the European Research 
Area by  1. Facilitating Open Access in the ERA; 2. Enhancing collaboration and 3. Supporting innovation.

Governance & Management Indicators

Indicator 2023

Percentage of performed actions defined in the  
Strategic Implementation Plan in total until 2025

31.3%

Number of Actions performed 52 of 166

Communication Indicators

Indicator 2023 Increase in comparism with 
2022 in %

Publications on Zenodo 133 148%

Visitors on website operas-eu.org 27,811 47%

Blog Posts https://operas.hypotheses.org 23 -4%

Social Media (Twitter/X, LinkedIN, Facebook, Instagram together)

Follower:  4,533 30%

Posts: 587 52%
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Events (including main projects events and national nodes events)

People reached and engaged in outreach 
activities

6000  -

Days of engagement events 
(not including internal communities)

17,6

(142 hours)
-

Numbers of events (without trainings) 126 80%

Services Indicators
OPERAS has 6 services in the OPERAS service catalogue and 11 in OPERAS service portfolio. (Status April 2024)

• GoTriple, a discovery platform for Social Sciences and Humanities in multiple languages, provides access 
to over 15 million documents from more than 1,300 data sources.

• Hypotheses, a dedicated service within the portfolio fostering research dialogues and impact through
academic blogging, draws approximately 1,1 million visits per month, hosts around 5,000 active blogs,
and engages over 20,000 active accounts.

• VERA, activating participatory research in Citizen Science, supports around 100 projects.

• PRISM, a tool for increasing transparency about peer review processes for monographs, hosts
approximately 6,000 titles and connects 18 publishers.

• Pathfinder, a service aimed at finding editorial services for academic publishing, collaborates with 4
service providers to offer 27 options.

• Metrics, a service measuring usage and impact of Open Access content, engages with 49 publishers
and about 3,300 books tracked, complemented by the installation of around 40 widgets to enhance
user interaction and accessibility.

• Significant progress includes the operationalisation of the OPERAS ID, which simplifies user access
across all OPERAS services and currently integrates Google, ORCID and EGI Check-in, others in the
development pipeline, and the FitSM training that enhances service management capabilities within
the community.

These developments underscore OPERAS' commitment to fostering an integrated and efficient research 
infrastructure.

Indicator 2023

Service Providers

Members in the Services and Technologies Board 8

In-kind contribution of service providers public, yearly €327,000

In-kind contribution of service providers private, yearly €128,00

OPERAS members are trained and knowledgeable in SSH open science service delivery

Number of training events (FITSM training) 3

Number of training participants 37

From (number of countries) 11
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Community Indicators

Indicator 2023

Ordinary members 47

New ordinary members in 2023 5 

University of Lorraine, University of Rennes, Library 
University of Cyprus, CISC, Thoth

Core members 13

New core members in 2023 3

FECYT, Spain; Federation of Finnish Learned Soci-
eties: Finland; erih+, Norway

Supporting members 4

New supporting members in 2023 1

University of Nanterre, France

All members 64

All member countries 23

Ordinary members

New in 2023

Core members

Supporting members

New in 2023

New in 2023
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Financial Overview and Indicators
In 2023 the OPERAS budget has been growing enourmous thanks to more projects participation of the 
OPERAS AISBL. The financial statement is presented as of 31 December 2023. The end-of-year accounts show 
a positive result amounting to 174,638 €, which accumulated to the previous end-of-year totals 313,319 €.

Table of OPERAS Financial statement 2023

Income and Expenses 2023 (€)

Projects incomes 1.335.662

Membership fees 95.000

Subsidiaries France (ministry and CNRS) 157.665

Other funding 4.522

Total Incomes 1.592.849

Sub total employee costs -862.236

Sub total office costs -123.058

Sub total financial and professional costs -87.217

Sub total project costs -381.657

Total Expenses -1.454.168

Projected end of year result 138.681

Profit end-of-year 2022 174.638

Brought forward end-of-year 2021 313.319

Cumulative profit (equity) 313.319

Project incomes

Membership fees

Subsidiaries FR

Other funding

84%

 0%
10%
 6%

1.592.849

1.454.168

313.319
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OPERAS AISBL project resource used in 2023 and funding claimable
Projects resource (person months PM) Used PM in 2023 Total for funding (€)

CRAFT-OA  6,3  67.280 

DIAMAS  12,1  77.814 

GraspOS  6,0  70.109 

OPERAS-PLUS  21,1  309.434 

PALOMERA  11,3  130.353 

Skills4EOSC  9,0  47.915 

TRIPLE  1,7  62.562 

OAeBU Data Trust  7,4  73.162 

FNSO Traduction/Open Science and 
Translation  13,5  101.651 

Total project resource 2023  88,4  940.279 

OPERAS AISBL Equity 2020 to 2023 in €

3,980

59,789

55,809

174,638

2020 2021 2022 2023

313,319

114,849
Cumulative

Per Year
138,319
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Number of Members of OPERAS participating in projects in 2023  
(linear projection of the total funding/total project months)

The table below shows the participation of OPERAS' members in the EU funded projects and how the com-
munity-building is supported by the EU funding.

Project OPERAS Members
Total Project 

Partners
Number of  

Members
SUM of Funding 

2023* (€)

CRAFT-OA Core members 233 7 310.854

OPERAS AISBL 23 1 67.280

Ordinary members 5 161.438

Supporting members 23 1 245.375

CRAFT-OA Total 14 784.947

DIAMAS Core members 22 6 230.512

OPERAS AISBL 22 1 77.814

Ordinary members 22 5 226.258

Supporting members 22 1 11.458

DIAMAS Total 13 546.043

FNSO-MESR OPERAS AISBL 1 1 101.651

FNSO-MESR Total 1 101.651

18 1 41.875

GraspOS Total

1 70.109

OAeBU DT

Ordinary members 18 1 108.333

3 220.317

OPERAS AISBL 3 1 73.162

1 73.162OAeBU DT Total

9 462.96514

1 309.434OPERAS AISBL

14 3 70.252Ordinary members 

14 1 15.500

23

GraspOS

OPERAS AISBL 18

OPERAS-PLUS Core members

Supporting members 

14

Core members

14 858.151OPERAS-PLUS Total
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OPERAS Impact on Open Science Policy
Policy Briefs in 2023: 3

Use Case: How recommendations are used?
The Funder Forum was established as part of the PALOMERA project in 2023 and led by the scientific coor-
dinating project partner OAPEN. It facilitates the exchange of practices and experiences between research 
funders about policies designed to promote Open Access of academic books, and – where possible – align 
such policies and practices. It also explores ways to deal with challenges and obstacles identified by the par-
ticipants collaboratively. In 2023 there were 2 Funder Forum meetings online, with around 40 participants 
from different countries. Palomera’s 1st Policy Brief goes into more detail about the need for this discussion 
forum and future plans. 

* linear projection of the budget planned in 2023

349.375Core members

16

5

130.353OPERAS AISBL

16

1

56.625Ordinary members 

16

3

157.063

Supporting members 

11 693.416PALOMERA Total

79.469Core members

43 1 47.915OPERAS AISBL

43 3 127.570Ordinary members 

6 254.954

Core members

22

127.775

3,827,052

1

PALOMERA

Skills4EOSC

TRIPLE

Skills4EOSC Total

43 2

2

OPERAS AISBL

Ordinary members 22

22

22

7

62.562

90.122

13.953

TRIPLE Total 294.412

1

3

12

75

16

Supporting members 

Grand Total
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Use Case: Boards and task forces of which OPERAS is a member
OPERAS is a member of the European Open Science Cloud (EOSC) and OPERAS Co-Coordinator Suzanne 
Dumouchel is part of theEOSC Board of Directors.

OPERAS is involved in the Governing Board SSH Open Cluster (SSHOC), a thematic cluster of EOSC, which 
not only enables synergies with research infrastructures within the cluster, but also offers a platform for di-
alogue with the infrastructures from other domains. OPERAS participates in the day-to-day work of SSHOC 
and contributes to the joint position paper on SSH infrastructures, developing collaborations and partner-
ships. OPERAS also participates in the EURISE network, which provides an opportunity for the technical 
leads in the SSH RIs to meet and discuss standards, best practices, education, software engineering and 
general networking and knowledge exchange. All OPERAS services reaching beta phase are published in 
the SSHOC and EOSC marketplaces.

OPERAS AISBL is a signatory and a member of the Coalition for Advancing Research Assessment (CoARA), 
which has the aim of a joint effort to improve research assessment practices. In order for CoARA to act on 
the principles of the agreement, they decided to form working groups and national chapters to create 
guidelines and nudge organisations and institutions towards a research assessment reform. As a result, 

OPERAS actively participates  joined  in two working groups linked with its activities: 

• Multilingualism and language biases in research assessment

• Recognising and rewarding peer review

OPERAS impact on strengthening and improving 
the European Research Area
Use Case: Highlighting collaborations in a long-term perspective:
OPERAS engages with other RIs in the field of Social Sciences and Humanities, particularly DARIAH, 
through bilateral and multilateral collaborations on identified topics, particularly the integration of OPERAS 
services into SSHOC catalogue of services. The development of OPERAS portfolio of services will rely on 
collaboration with EU e-infrastructures such as OpenAIRE and EGI (Memorandum of Understanding con-
tinuation confirmed in June 2023) to provide access to hosting and computing facilities and to collaborate 
on the integration of the portfolio of services into the EOSC. This contributes to a coordinated Research In-
frastructure capacity among countries, regions and across different scientific disciplines, also by exploiting 
possibilities given by the smart specialisation processes. 

Thanks to the Memorandum of Understanding signed between GoTriple and OpenAIRE in 2022, the 
collaboration between the two entities continues and provides an important amount of resources from 
the Social Sciences and Humanities field to the GoTriple platform. The set-up of a community gateway 
for GoTriple on the OpenAIRE servers helps to select appropriate resources from the Research Graph. The 
selected resources are then made available to the GoTriple as a JSON dump. The dump is  
regularly updated and the overall amount of resources collected from OpenAIRE  
collections and currently present on GoTriple is around 250.000.





Appendix
Publications and reports of the 
OPERAS community



70 

 OPERAS Annual Report 2023

Appendix:	
Publications and reports from the OPERAS community

Focus on Key Publications

Report on Standards for Best Publishing Practices and Basic 
Technical Requirements in the Light of FAIR Principles (CRAFT-
OA Deliverable 3.1)
This document presents an overview of the challenges and initiatives surrounding Diamond Open Access 
(OA) Journals, which are critical for promoting open scholarly communication. Despite their potential, Di-
amond OA Journals, accounting for 8–9% of global scientific articles and 45% of OA publishing, face signif-
icant hurdles in technical capacity, management, visibility, and sustainability. The “Open Access Diamond 
Journals Study” (OADJS) and the subsequent “Action Plan for Diamond Open Access” (APDOA) highlight 
these challenges and call for community action to support these journals. Projects like DIAMAS and CRAFT-
OA are responses to this call, focusing on developing standards, best practices, and technological support 
for Diamond OA Journals. This deliverable, related to CRAFT-OA’s Work Package 3, Task 3.1, offers a com-
prehensive review of technical standards and publishing best practices aimed at enhancing the journals’ 
compliance, visibility, and sustainability. It emphasises the difficulty Diamond OA Journals face in adhering 
to diverse and complex standards due to limited resources and collaborative workflows. By focusing on 
key policy documents and standards, such as Plan S, EQSIP, the DOAJ Seal, and the OpenAIRE Guidelines, 
the report aims to improve interoperability and support the integration of Diamond OA Journals into the 
European Open Science Cloud (EOSC). It showcases examples of best practices and concludes with the 
importance of interoperability in making research outputs more discoverable, reusable, and reproducible, 
marking a significant step towards a more open and accessible scholarly communication environment.

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8112662

+3,000 views and 600 downloads 

Collaborative Models for OA Book Publishers 
The OPERAS Open Access Business Models Special Interest Group's white paper, based on a 2021 survey, 
explores the evolving Open Access (OA) publishing landscape for monographs in the Social Sciences and 
Humanities. Despite the limited sample size, the report identifies crucial insights into collaboration, fund-
ing, and support. It highlights a general hesitancy among publishers to engage in collaborative models 
due to a lack of knowledge or perceived necessity, pointing to an early stage in the adoption of shared 
infrastructures for OA books. While publishers consider their operations somewhat sustainable, mainly 
through institutional support, there's a clear need for diversified funding sources and enhanced resources. 
The paper suggests that increasing awareness and providing targeted support and training could encour-
age more extensive collaboration, offering actionable insights for projects like DIAMAS, OPERAS-PLUS, and 
Palomera to further research and develop the OA publishing sector.

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7780754

+2,000 views and 636 downloads

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8112662
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7780754


Towards an enhanced and aligned institutional publishing 
landscape in the ERA_approved by the EC (DIAMAS Deliverable 1.3)
This preliminary policy document calls for increased alignment in institutional publishing along several 
dimensions: (1) geographical (i.e. national, regional, and global), (2) disciplines and epistemic traditions, and 
(3) types of stakeholders (institutions, publishers, service providers, scholarly societies, journal editors), to 
benefit the work of researchers and thus enable science to progress faster.

+2,000 views and 722 downloads

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8202169

Extensible Quality Standard in Institutional Publishing (EQSIP) 
(DIAMAS Deliverable 1.3) 
The Extensible Quality Standard for Institutional Publishing (EQSIP) aims to enhance the quality and trans-
parency of governance, processes, and workflows in institutional publishing, aligning with the core compo-
nents of scholarly publishing identified in the Diamond Open Access (OA) Action Plan and refined by the 
DIAMAS project. EQSIP V1.0, the initial version, is an aspirational benchmark derived from a comprehensive 
analysis of existing standards and best practices relevant to institutional publishers. It serves as an ideal 
quality level for Diamond OA institutional publishers to strive towards, rather than a mandatory standard. 
The ongoing DIAMAS project will further refine EQSIP through testing with selected publishers, leading 
to the development of EQSIP V2.0. This next version aims to tailor the standards to specific scholarly dis-
ciplines, regions, and languages, with full implementation anticipated once the necessary support infra-
structure for Diamond OA publishers is established.

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7923916

+2,000 views and 1,000 downloads

 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8202169
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7923916
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Editions 
Inkret, Ana; Yildirim, Kagan; Dumouchel, Suzanne; Arasteh, Sona (2023). TRIPLE Brochure Results & Out-
puts. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7711892

Smaniotto, Alessia; Passani, Antonella (2023). “Citizen Science with and within the Social Sciences and 
the Humanities. “Etica & Politica / Ethics & Politics (2023) XXV/2”, EUT Edizioni Università di Trieste, Trieste.

Publications
Ancion, Zoé; Borrell-Damián, Lidia; Mounier, Pierre; Rooryck, Johan; Saenen, Bregt. (2023). Akcijski Plan 
za Dijamantni Otvoreni Pristup. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8107558

Ancion, Zoé; Borrell-Damián, Lidia; Mounier, Pierre; Rooryck, Johan; Saenen, Bregt. (2023). Action Plan for 
Diamond Open Access (Japanese). Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8252724

Chibois, Jonathan and Smaniotto, Alessia. Open digital infrastructures for bridging professional cultures: 
the case of extreme citizen science between journalism and research [version 1; peer review: 1 approved with 
reservations, 1 not approved]. Open Res Europe 2023, 3:3, https://doi.org/10.12688/openreseurope.15262.1

Iannace, Davide Emanuelle (2023). Evaluation of research infrastructures in the Social Sciences and Hu-
manities field. A proposal for a new approach. In DISSE – Working Paper (1.0). DISSE – Working Paper. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10636068

Lazzeri, Emma, Di Giorgio, Sara, Lines, Clara, Gingold, Arnaud; and more (2023). Skills4EOSC Competence 
Centre Charter. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10048176

Mounier, Pierre: Rooryck, Johan (2023, December 23). Towards a federated global community of Diamond 
Open Access. A discussion paper. the diamond papers. https://thd.hypotheses.org/296

Rooryck, Johan; Bargheer, Margo; Mounier, Pierre (2023, June). Diamond is for everyone. In Research Pro-
fessional News, https://www.researchprofessionalnews.com/rr-news-europe-views-of-europe-2023-6-dia-
mond-is-for-everyone/

Smaniotto, Alessia; Passani, Antonella (2023). “Citizen Science with and within the Social Sciences and the 
Humanities. Guest editors’ preface” in: “Etica & Politica / Ethics & Politics (2023) XXV/2”, EUT Edizioni Univer-
sità di Trieste, Trieste, pp. 9–23.

Community Activities 
Posters

Błaszczyńska; Guzik; Hoffmann; Umerle; Bloch (2023). Dariah.Lab: Interdisciplinary Collaboration of Hu-
manities and Technology. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7622357 (Poster)

Cupar, Drahomira; Jertec Musap, Ljiljana; Celjak, Draženko; Stojanovski, Jadranka (2023). CRAFT-OA - Cre-
ating a Robust Accessible Federated Technology for Open Access Sustainability. Dani e-infrastrukture Srce 
DEI 2023 (DEI 2023), Zagreb, Croatia. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7845669 (Poster)

Grbac, Deborah. (2023). Open Science and digital humanities in the United Nations Depository Libraries 
System. Improving Discovery and Collaboration in Open Science (final TRIPLE conference), Bonn, Germa-
ny. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7704760

Maryl, Maciej; Błaszczyńska, Marta; Tóth-Czifra, Erzsébet. (2023). OPERAS Innovation Lab: Workflows for In-
novative Outputs in Social Sciences and Humanities. DARIAH Annual Event 2023: Cultural Heritage Data 
as Humanities Research Data?, Budapest, Hungary. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7994629 (Poster)

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7711892
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8107558
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8252724
https://doi.org/10.12688/openreseurope.15262.1
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10636068
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10048176
https://www.researchprofessionalnews.com/rr-news-europe-views-of-europe-2023-6-diamond-is-for-everyone/
https://www.researchprofessionalnews.com/rr-news-europe-views-of-europe-2023-6-diamond-is-for-everyone/
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7622357
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7845669
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7994629
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Melinščak Zlodi, Iva; Kukić, Ivana; Mofardin, Danijel; Pintarić, Neven; Cupar, Drahomira; Ivanović, Marta; 
Kranjec, Irena; Morić Filipović, Ivana; Salopek, Željka; Stojanovski, Jadranka. (2023). Razvoj institucijskog iz-
davaštva u otvorenom pristupu: projekt DIAMAS. Dani e-infrastrukture Srce DEI 2023 (DEI), Croatia. Zeno-
do. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7840128. (Poster)

Schulte, Judith. (2023). OPERAS-Plus Poster. Improving Discovery and Collaboration in Open Science (final 
TRIPLE conference), Bonn, Germany. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7704745 (Poster)

Schulte, Judith (2023). OPERAS, a community-led research infrastructure for open scholarly communi-
cation. OAI – The Geneva Workshop on Innovations in Scholarly Communication (OAI13), Online. Zenodo. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8307724 (Poster)

Presentations 

Achenbach, Kelly. (2023, January 17). COESO Community Chat: Getting money and momentum for social 
sciences and humanities in citizen science. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7544201

Asmi, Ari. (2023, February 3). Internationalising European Open Science Initiatives: A decade of Research 
Data Alliance. Improving Discovery and Collaboration in Open Science (final TRIPLE conference), Bonn, 
Germany. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7705095

Bardi, Alessia. (2023, March 27). Vocabularies in the OpenAIRE Graph. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zeno-
do.8054881

Bargheer, Margo. (2023, June 15). CRAFT-OA Creating a Robust Accessible Federated Technology for Open 
Access. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8086068

Bargheer, Margo; Dreyer, Malte; Klaus, Tabea. (2023, September 13). Advancing Diamond Open Access: 
A Future of Open Science and Scholarly Communication. Connecting the Connections - Abschlussver-
anstaltung des Projekts OPERAS-GER (OPERASGERConnect), Bonn. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zeno-
do.8340779

Barnes, Lucy, Rabar, Ursula & Stern, Niels. (2023, April 14). OABN PALOMERA Series: Launch Event. Zenodo. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7827581

Bertozzi, Alessandro. (2023, February 2). A Small Step, a Big Jump: GoTriple and Linked Open Data. Im-
proving Discovery and Collaboration in Open Science (final TRIPLE conference), Bonn, Germany. Zenodo. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7704997

Binding, Ceri. (2023, March 27). ARIADNEplus Vocabulary Mapping Strategy. Use of vocabularies for meta-
data curation and quality assessment in Social Sciences and Humanities, Berlin. Zenodo. https://doi.
org/10.5281/zenodo.7805424

Błaszczyńska, Marta. (2023, April 21). DIAMAS. Spotkanie wokół projektu DIAMAS i ankiety. Zenodo. https://
doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7852494

Broeder, Daan. (2023, April 27). SSH Vocabulary Commons. Use of vocabularies for metadata curation 
and quality assessment in Social Sciences and Humanities, Berlin. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zeno-
do.7871204

Carloni, Massimiliano, Rastinger, Nina C., Durco, Matej & Ilmayer, Klaus. (2023, April 20). Comparing SSH 
vocabularies and their applications in different systems. Use of vocabularies for metadata curation 
and quality assessment in Social Sciences and Humanities, Berlin. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zeno-
do.7849428

Chan, Leslie. (2023, March 7). Platform and Knowledge Production in the Age of A.I. Improving Discov-
ery and Collaboration in Open Science (Final TRIPLE conference), Bonn. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/
zenodo.7704641

Concordia, Cesare. (2023, April 14). Publishing SSHOC Multilingual Terminologies. Use of vocabularies for 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7840128
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7704745
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8307724
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7544201
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7705095
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8054881
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8054881
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8086068
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8340779
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8340779
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7827581
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7704997
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7805424
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7805424
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7852494
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7852494
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7871204
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7871204
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7849428
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7849428
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7704641
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7704641
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metadata curation and quality assessment in Social Sciences and Humanities, Berlin. Zenodo. https://
doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7828486

Da Silva Ferreira, Nelson Henrique; Silva, Bruno. (2023, september 13). Design Study for a Collaborative 
Translation Service: A Significant Path to Multilingualism in Academic Contexts. Connecting the Con-
nections – Abschlussveranstaltung des Projekts OPERAS-GER (OPERASGERConnect), Bonn. Zenodo. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8340688

De Santis, Luca; Lorenzo, Armando; Piel, Pattrick; Töpfer, Marlen. (2023, July 6). OPERAS Open Chat: Wir 
wollen reden über. Wie finde ich den Weg durch das Labyrinth des wissenschaftlichen Publizierens? 
Vorstellung des Pathfinders. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8340205

De Santis, Luca; Stern, Niels. (2023, September 05) Navigating Open Access Publications: Discovery, 
Findability and Trust. Connecting the Connections – Abschlussveranstaltung des Projekts OPERAS-GER 
(OPERASGERConnect), Bonn. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8340809

Delmazo, Caroline; Freire, Dulce. (2023, February 2). Collaboration and Beyond: the Interdisciplinary Re-
search with and within the ReSEED Project. Improving Discovery and Collaboration in Open Science 
(final TRIPLE conference), Bonn, Germany. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7704828

Di Donato, Francesca; Provost, Lottie; Filipovska, Sonja; Monachini, Monica; Vipavc Brvar, Irena. (2023, 
February 2). Panel Discussion: Training and Reusability. Improving Discovery and Collaboration in Open 
Science (final TRIPLE conference), Bonn, Germany. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7705047

Dumouchel, Suzanne, & Disch, Leonie. (2023, April 20). Funding of Science: Changing Perspective from 
Policy to Societies – The example of the GoTriple platform and its innovative services. Zenodo. https://doi.
org/10.5281/zenodo.7850733

Freiberg, Michael. (2023, February 3). Semantic MediaWiki as a Research Tool. Improving Discovery and 
Collaboration in Open Science (final TRIPLE conference), Bonn, Germany. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/
zenodo.7705166

Fiorini, Susanna. (2023, February 3). Translations and Open Science: Translation as a Collaborative Prac-
tice at the Heart of Open Science. Improving Discovery and Collaboration in Open Science (final TRIPLE 
conference), Bonn, Germany. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7705143

Gimenéz, Elea; Calleja, Pablo. (2023, February 3). Other Outputs, Other Languages: Discovering Entities 
Inside Academic Books in Spanish. Improving Discovery and Collaboration in Open Science (final TRI-
PLE conference), Bonn, Germany. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7705119

Gingold, Arnaud; De Santis, Luca. (2023, February 3). Workshop: How to Become a GoTriple Provider?. 
Improving Discovery and Collaboration in Open Science (final TRIPLE conference), Bonn, Germany. Ze-
nodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7705304

Holsinger, Sy. (2023, March 7). OPERAS Service Portfolio and Wider Opportunities. Improving Discov-
ery and Collaboration in Open Science (Final TRIPLE Conference), Bonn, Germany. Zenodo. https://doi.
org/10.5281/zenodo.7704676Holsinger, Sy; Umerle, Tomasz. (2023, september 13). OPERAS Innovation Lab: 
Stimulating Innovation in Social Sciences and Humanities. Connecting the Connections – Abschlussver-
anstaltung des Projekts OPERAS-GER (OPERASGERConnect), Bonn. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/ze-
nodo.8340733

Hubar, Patryk; Giersz, Marcin. (2023, March 7). European Literary Bibliography: Aggregation and Harmo-
nization of Literary Bibliographical Data. Improving Discovery and Collaboration in Open Science (final 
TRIPLE conference), Bonn, Germany. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7705026

Illmayer, Klaus. (2023, March 27). Vocabularies in the SSH Open Marketplace. Use of vocabularies for 
metadata curation and quality assessment in Social Sciences and Humanities, Berlin. Zenodo. https://
doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7805476
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Isaac, Antoine. (2023, March 27). Multilinguality and the use of vocabularies at Europeana. Use of vocab-
ularies for metadata curation and quality assessment in Social Sciences and Humanities, Berlin. Zenodo. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7805748

Jääskeläinnen, Taina. (2023, February 2). Workshop: CESSDA Data Catalogue - What can be Done at 
the Catalogue End and What Needs Harmonized Metadata?. Improving Discovery and Collaboration in 
Open Science (final TRIPLE conference), Bonn, Germany. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7705221

Király, Péter. (2023, March 27). Vocabularies and quality improvement of library catalogues. Use of vocab-
ularies for metadata curation and quality assessment in Social Sciences and Humanities, Berlin. Zenodo. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7805826

Lombardo, Tiziana. (2023, February 2). Developing a Collaboratory for Diverse SSH Citizen Science Stake-
holders - the VERA Design. Improving Discovery and Collaboration in Open Science (final TRIPLE con-
ference), Bonn, Germany. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7704902

Lutz, Jean-François; Mounier, Pierre. (2023, July 7). Diamond Open Access journals: A french perspective. 
Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8123168

Mosterd, Tom; Piel, Pattrick; Töpfer, Marlen. (2023, May 11). OPERAS Open Chat: Wir wollen reden über. 
Open Access Books Network and its connection with OPERAS. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zeno-
do.8340238

Mounier, Pierre. (2023, September 13). Keynote: Bringing OPERAS to the European Member States: The 
Importance of National Nodes. Connecting the Connections – Abschlussveranstaltung des Projekts OP-
ERAS-GER (OPERASGERConnect), Bonn. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8340623

Mounier, Pierre. (2023, May 17). How to technical maturity. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7944451

Rooryck, Johan; Bargheer, Margo; Mounier, Pierre & Stern, Niels. (2023, June 20). Creating Communi-
ty-Driven Pathways to Equitable Open Scholarly Publishing with CRAFT-OA, DIAMAS, and PALOMERA – 
WEBINAR Slides. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8070435

Petrinovic, Martina. (2023, March 7). Participatory Mapping of Cultural Heritage in Remote Areas – Po-
tential to Engage the Local Community. Improving Discovery and Collaboration in Open Science (final 
TRIPLE conference), Bonn, Germany. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7704916

Piel, Pattrick; Töpfer, Marlen. (2023, September 14). OPERAS-GER – Anfänge und Verbindungen des 
deutschen National Node. Connecting the Connections – Abschlussveranstaltung des Projekts OP-
ERAS-GER (OPERASGERConnect), Bonn. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8344064

Pogačnik, Aleš; Inkret, Ana; Brvar, Irena Vipavc. (2023, April 14). Predstavitev infrastrukture OPERAS in 
storitve GoTriple: Odkrivanje raziskovalnih rezultatov s področja družboslovja in humanistike. Zenodo. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8004510

Provost, Lottie. (2023, February 13). Open Science Training in TRIPLE. Improving Discovery and Collab-
oration in Open Science, Final TRIPLE Conferenc, Bonn, Germany. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zeno-
do.7635164

Rapp, Andrea. (2023, February 2). Research Communities, Visibility and Infrastructure: The Impact of 
Open Science. Improving Discovery and Collaboration in Open Science (final TRIPLE conference), Bonn, 
Germany. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7704784

Rizzo, Alessandro; Smaniotto, Alessia; Abbate, Jessie; Kada, Sarah. (2023, February 2). Workshop: Con-
necting Within-discipline Infrastructures in Support of Cross-disciplinary Collaborations to Tackle Global 
Challenges for Open Science Collaborations & Multlilingualism. Improving Discovery and Collaboration in 
Open Science (final TRIPLE conference), Bonn, Germany. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7705175

Rosiński, Cezary; Wolczuk, Nikodem. (2023, February 2). Linked Data Services as a Necessity for Current 
Metadata Aggregators in the SSH. Improving Discovery and Collaboration in Open Science (final TRIPLE 
conference), Bonn, Germany. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7704960
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Töpfer, Marlen; Piel, Pattrick; Summann, Friedrich; Meyer, Thomas; Hensen, Kilian; Riek, Ilona; Mathiak, 
Brigitte. (2023, February 2). World-Café: It’s German Cofee and Cake o’clock - Chatting Openly About 
Discovery with Representatives From Germany. Improving Discovery and Collaboration in Open Science 
(final TRIPLE conference), Bonn, Germany. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7705317

Töpfer, Marlen; Klaus, Tabea& Piel, Pattrick. (2023, June 28). OPERAS Open Chat das Projekt Craft-OA 
und den Aufbau von Technologien für Diamond Open Access Journals. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/
zenodo.8092665

Umerle, Tomasz. (2023, April 14). Using controlled vocabularies to organise keywords in the SSH. Use of 
vocabularies for metadata curation and quality assessment in Social Sciences and Humanities, Berlin. 
Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7828417

Umerle, Tomasz; Rosiński, Cezary. (2023, February 2). Workshop: GoTriple’s Data. Improving Discovery and 
Collaboration in Open Science (final TRIPLE conference), Bonn, Germany. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/
zenodo.7705247

van Aalten, Lotte; Wilkinson, Laura J.; Bargheer, Margo; Piel, Pattrick; Töpfer, Marlen. (2023, March 21). Un-
locking Monographs: The Way to Openness – An open access books day with DOAB-OAPEN, organised 
by OPERAS-GER. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7756430

Datasets 
Stone, Graham, Błaszczyńska, Marta, Lebon, Chloé, Melinščak Zlodi, Iva, Morka, Agata, Mosterd, Tom., 
Mounier, Pierre, Proudman, Vanessa, & Speicher, Lara (2023). Data from the OPERAS business models 
survey on open access books [Data set]. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7685020

Multimedia and innovative outputs 
Cafebabel. Terrains Communs (English: Common Grounds). Cafebabel (online magazine). https://cafe-
babel.com/en/article/tag/common-grounds/

COESO. VERA hub introduction. Video. YouTube (OPERAS): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBQG-
GOR3JJ8&t=111s. 

COESO. Denise de Roux – Crowdfunding for Citizen Science. Video. YouTube (OPERAS): https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=pqzeqhvOAXI

COESO. Michael Arentoft – The European Commission’s policy and actions on citizen engagement in 
research. Video. YouTube (OPERAS): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ngqb916jRUQ&t=49s

COESO. Chiara Cardelli – Supporting transdisciplinary research for diverse stakeholders. Video. YouTube 
(OPERAS): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kc13UJxN5Sw

COESO. Chris Manion – Encouraging societal actors to initiate projects. Video. YouTube (OPERAS): https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qs9u-uPP7JA

COESO. Alessia Smaniotto – Citizen Science in the social sciences and humanities. Video. YouTube (OP-
ERAS): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y748j-5BTCw&t=6s

COESO. CONFERENCE live streaming for Connect.Collaborate.Create. (8 separate videos). Video. You-
Tube (OPERAS): https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLNSNT11cPt5YbgQ6Vdke2dsUKuSVACFpE

COESO/PRO-Ethics. International conference: Connect Collaborate.Create. Video. YouTube (OPERAS): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6rHLTVYFp9s&list=PLNSNT11cPt5YbgQ6Vdke2dsUKuSVACF-
pE&index=9&t=3s. 
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DIAMAS. WEBINAR: Creating Community-Driven Pathways to Equitable Open Scholarly Publishing. 
Video recording, YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MujsbammMOw&t=76s

Europod. Exploring Citizen Science: Can research and society be (re)connected?. Podcast. https://podfol-
low.com/exploring-citizen-science 

Leon-Quijano, Camilo. São José, a transmedia and multimodal website on the Lisbon Tourism Observa-
tory engagement in the urban space. Website. https://saojose.huma-num.fr/intro

Maryl, Maciej; Wciślik, Piotr. 10 Urodziny CHC | CHC 10th Birthday. Video. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=5wZEZUXBzJI

Mystakopoulos, Fotis. Inside stories from the pilot studies: Assessment criteria for the Social Sciences and 
Humanities. GraspOS Website: https://graspos.eu/inside-stories-from-the-pilot-studies-assessment-cri-
teria-for-the-social-sciences-and-humanities. 

OABN. OABN PALOMERA Series: Launch Event. Video recording, YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=fnM91NFs8QU. 

Riccò, Isabella; De Stefani, Adele; Anzil, Verónica; Anleu-Hernández, Claudia; Bodoque-Puerta, Yolanda; 
Campanera, Mireia. (2023). AGORAge: Outils de création de communautés du “pendre soin”. Zenodo. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10198426

Świetlik, Marta; Wnuk, Magdalena. Queens of Humanities. DARIAH Campus. Video. https://youtu.be/
T3s2ZuGIMWs

Wilczak, Mariola; Błaszczyńska, Marta. Nasze relacje z danymi badawczymi. Stacja Inspire. Podcast. 
https://www.spreaker.com/episode/nasze-relacje-z-danymi-badawczymi--57276328

Wilczak, Mariola; Świetlik, Marta; Błaszczyńska, Marta; Franczak, Mateusz. Podróż do wnętrza TRIPLE. 
Spotkania Biuletynu. Podcast. https://open.spotify.com/episode/4cR95gsqK0MSFccb7LoxuR?si=ha0n-
NGgbRv2SvJ-i91TlOA&nd=1&dlsi=76122c8b31d84cd1
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