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RKD -
Netherlands Institute for Art History

RKD is a global leader in art-

historical knowledge of the Low 

Countries
 Founded in 1932

 Collections are accessible digitally and in our 

reading room



The RKD provides worldwide access to Knowledge, Research and Information about Dutch Art in an 

international context, to Museums, Academic Community and the General Public alike.
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Vision
The RKD acquires, administers, researches, connects and presents art-historical knowledge and information for 

museums, the academic community and public alike. We actively strive to involve people in developments and 

proposals for future improvements in digital services, public outreach and digital sustainability. We are outward 

facing in the way we shape our mission.

Mission



RKD – Collection

Latest Acquisation: archive of correspondence by artist Sanne Bruinier

RKD curates a vast national 

collection, including:
 Databases

 Archives

 A primary Library for Visual Arts in the Low 

Countries



Archives
900 archives

over 2.5 kilometres

Library
500,000 volumes of

art historical reference material

Images
5 million digital images of art

Facts and figures
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Users, partners & funding

Users

 Academia

 Auction houses

 Galleries

 Dealers

 Collectors

 The Public

Partners

 Universities

 Museums

 Cultural institutions

 Private organizations

Funding

 The Ministry of 

Education, Culture and 

Science

 We preserve the National 

Collection and contribute 

to research, publications, 

and exhibitions
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Located in the Hague



Key Function:

The RKD plays a crucial role in making its 

Data accessible and connecting it with other 

datasets in line with the Dutch National 

Strategy for Digital Heritage
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RKD's Role in Data Accessibility and 
Integration

How RKD achieves this:

 Digitization of Collections

 Providing Data as Linked Open Data

 Continuous Data Quality 

Improvement



RKD's Digital Transition
Transition to Digital Services: Shift from physical to digital services
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2022 

Ministry of Education Review Recommendations
Ministry: “digitization is a priority because digitization offers opportunities for increased 

audience reach, innovation, education, and the preservation, management, and use of digital 

heritage.”

1. Develop a radical Digital Strategy for societal alignment.

2. Clarify and solidify Public Function and Social relevance.



RKD's Digital Transition
Transition to Digital Services: Shift from physical to digital services
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2023 

RKD's Response:
 Digital Strategy:

Clear definition of User Groups.

Introduction of Innovative Services, especially 

digital.

 Launch of RKD Research Platform:
Provides enhanced accessibility to Research 

Resources and Tools.



 The Knowledge Network and Platform within the Art 

Historical Knowledge Domain

 Easily Accessable for a wide Audience

 Transition: from ‘analogue’ to ‘a combination of analogue 

and digital’

 Scientific and Socially valued Research 

 Strong Visibility and use of Services among different 

Target Groups 

11

(Digital) Strategy 
Core objectives
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digital only light user digital only digital

digital first heavy user digital
digital
and/or 

physical

user starting point follow-up research

(Digital) Strategy 
Two-Track approach User Groups



13

RKD: The Digital Entry Portal to enable others to do unique research

With its unique and most complete collection, the RKD is the Knowledge Institute and Point of Entry 
for research into the visual arts of the Netherlands in an international perspective by making 

unique parts of the collection Digitally Accessible, combined with Innovative Tooling 
(enabling new types of art-historical research).

The RKD focuses on both the Art-loving Private Individual (digital only) and the Intensive Researcher 
(digital first) with a two-track strategy. For the intensive researcher, community building initiatives 

are building a growing group of enthusiastic users and ambassadors of tomorrow.

(Digital) Strategy 
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RKD: The Digital Entry Portal to enable Others to do unique Research

• Main Knowledge Institute and Entry Point for Visual Arts Research in the Netherlands

• Digitally accessible unique Collection combined with Innovative Tools enable new Types of Art-

Historical Research

• Strategy targets both Art-loving Private Individuals (digital only) and Intensive Researchers (digital 

first)

• Community building initiatives foster a growing group of enthusiastic users and ambassadors

(Digital) Strategy 
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online
offline

2 million unique
visiters a year

2000 unique
visiters a year

The difference between 

online visitors and study 

room visitors will only 

increase in the future. 

RKD – Visitors

Numbers of visitors with current 

online databases
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 The RKD Research Interface provides access to 

RKD’s art History Databases, including information 

on artworks, individuals, institutions, research 

results, and historical archives.

 Researchers can select, view, and compare images 

in a Digital Workspace, with access to five million art 

reproductions through a Visual Search facility.

 RKD Research complements other institutions' 

collections and is published as Linked Open Data for

reuse and connectivity.

December 2023: 
Launch RKD Research
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“Strategy is about choices:

You can’t be all things for all people.”

Philip Kotler
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Ongoing challenges

1. Costs
In 2019, we received a €1.5 million 

interest-free Loan for digitizing 6 million 

images and developing the RKD 

Research platform,

but the total costs were €6.5 million.

2. Business model
The Platform and Data are free to use, 

but a small fee is charged for the use 

of Innovative Tools, involving a 

partnership with a publisher that 

brought additional challenges.
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Ongoing challenges

3. New Competences
• Dealing with Suppliers

• Making careful choices about your 

services (which services will you 

stop providing?)

• Prioritize Resources

• Balancing Quality and Costs

4. Linked Open Data
Creating Linked Open Data proved to 

be a challenge
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Digital strategy
• ‘[…] the RKD is the Knowledge Institute and Point of Entry for research into the visual arts of the 

Netherlands […]’

• Publishing our own Data in Databases 

• Connecting our Data to external Art Historical Sources -> by Linked Open Data

RKD Research
• All data in our databases are available as LOD (SPARQL endpoint)

• Ontologies: CIDOC-crm (works of art, biographical information), RICO (archives), RDA 
(library), SCHEMA (biographical information), SKOS (thesaurus)

• For Reuse and Connecting

RKD and Linked Open Data
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Digital Heritage Reference 
Architecture (DERA)
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DERA
• Dutch Government stimulates the publication of Heritage Data based Principles

• Make information connectable -> LOD 
• Persistent Identifiers
• Open Standards -> Ontologies 
• Shared Terminology and Named Entity Sources -> Network of Terms
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https://data.rkd.nl/artists/66219
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RKD and LOD sources
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• Connections between Records in RKD databases and external sources
Like the Genealogie Online connection, but the other way around

• Integrating Data from external LOD sources in the RKD Knowledge Graph
Van Gogh Worldwide 
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Van Gogh Worldwide
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All works of art by Vincent van Gogh aggregated in a knowledge graph
• Based on DERA principles
• Data directly derived from owners. Owners are responsible for correct Data
• No enrichment of Data in the aggregated set
• Data delivered in LADM standard, content is based on international open vocabularies like AAT and 

ULAN 

Lessons learned
• It works. It is possible to create a knowledge graph based on these principles
• Data is not available in the VGW standard. We had to convince data owners to create a dump, api or 

SPARQL endpoint to provide the data 
• Some owners claim copyright on the images of the works of art
• Some Institutes refuse to share their Data Openly



How to connect?
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1. Find relevant connections and add them to the databases manually

2. Find relevant connections (semi-automatically)

• Chose a relevant LOD dataset
• Define a search to derive the relevant connection 

For instance: give all works of art by an artist; eg Rembrandt 



How to connect?
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RKDartists is a Named Entity Source for 
Dutch heritage institutes, but not used 
internationally. 

So, we need to align the RKDartists persistent 
identifier to the persistent identifier for creator 
in de LOD source

Persistent identifier 
Wikidata  

 (Wikidata contains many of these alignments)

Persistent identifier 
RKDartists

Persistent identifier 
ULAN
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LOD source Wikidata Yale University collections Other LOD sources

Search pattern creator creator […]
Search arguments list of artist names list of artist names […]

Data to be extracted from LOD 
source

persistent identifier, creator, 
title, date, collection […]

persistent identifier, creator, 
title, date, collection […] […]

Transformations to RKDimages to RKDimages […]
Scheduling once a week once a year […]

Extraction of data to the RKD 
knowledge graph

mapping: identifier, creator, 
title, date, collection  […]

mapping: identifier, creator, title, 
date, collection  […] […]

LOD connection tool



RKD – Nederlands Instituut voor 
Kunstgeschiedenis

Prins Willem-Alexanderhof 5
2595 BE Den Haag
Nederland

Contact
T: 070 3339777
E: info@rkd.nl
W: www.rkd.nl
RKD -Netherlands Institute for Art History

Visit us on
rkd.nl/en 

https://www.facebook.com/RKD.nl/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/rkd
https://www.instagram.com/RKDnl/
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