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Overview

› The Open Science NL program – the
policy perspective

› The rationales of the Open Science 
program – the practice



The policy
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More than 10 years of support for Open Science in the NL’s
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NPOS 
Rolling 
Agenda

Open Science NL
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Policy brief minister of education
17 June 2022

Open science and open education should be 
the norm in higher education and research.
Open science and open education should be 
the norm in higher education and research.

To add further momentum to the transition to 
open science, which has already begun in the 
past decade, I am exploring with NWO the 
establishment of a 'Regieorgaan open science’. 

To add further momentum to the transition to 
open science, which has already begun in the 
past decade, I am exploring with NWO the 
establishment of a 'Regieorgaan open science’. 

The Regieorgaan will manage €20 million a 
year to boost the transition, for 10 years.
The Regieorgaan will manage €20 million a 
year to boost the transition, for 10 years.
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Mission of Open Science NL

To advance and accelerate 
open science in the Netherlands 
with the goal of making 
open science the norm

By providing (temporary) funding for projects, 
initiatives and infrastructures, along the lines
of the NPOS agenda

By monitoring and evaluating progress

By providing a forum for exchange of best practice

By organising and facilitating
coordination at a national level
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Signing Open Science NL covenant
29 March 2023

• Ministry of OCW
• NWO
• UNL
• NFU
• SHB

• VH
• SURF
• KNAW
• NWO-I
• ZonMw
• UKB

• National library of the 
Netherlands – KB

• DANS
• Netherlands eScience Center
• 4TUResearchData
• Health-RI

Open Science NL
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Governance Open Science NL
Ministry of OCWMinistry of OCW

RvB NWORvB NWO

Steering Board 
(6 members plus 

independent chair)

Steering Board 
(6 members plus 

independent chair)

Administrative consultation
(national level)

Administrative consultation
(national level)

Office (10 fte)Office (10 fte)

Open scholarly communicationOpen scholarly communication

FAIR dataFAIR data

Open research softwareOpen research software

Citizen science and societal engagementCitizen science and societal engagement

Open Science NL





The practice of Open Science NL
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A diverse set of instruments 
(calls, tenders, targeted 

grants)

Work programme (every 2 
years) based on community 
consultation, to be approved 
by SB

How Open Science NL works

National Ambition 
Document provides overal 
framework



Structure of the first work programme

13

Open scholarly
communication

FAIR 
data

Open Research 
Software

Citizen Science
Societal Engagement

Capacity building for Open Science - € 22,4m

Infrastructure for Open Science - € 17,5m

Transparant Research processes - € 11,2m

Evidence base for Open Science- € 3,3,m

Empowering communities - € 4,5,m
• 15 funding “actions”
• Of varying sizes
• Covering all aspects
of the Open Science agenda



Programme overview

Capacity building Infrastructure Robust research 
processes

Evidence base for 
open science

Empowering 
communities 

1.1 Training and 
community 
for data 
professionals

1.2 Strengthening 
DCCs

1.3 Citizen Science 
Hubs

1.4 Enabling Open 
publishing

2.1 Open science
infrastructure
programme

3.1 Replication 
studies

3.2 Software 
sustainability

4.1 Research on 
open science

4.2 Participatory 
citizen science 
calls

4.3 Monitoring
and evaluation

5.1 OS Festival

5.2 OS meetings

5.3 OS Communities

5.4 CSNL

5.5 Recognising and 
Rewarding open 
science
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Public School

Measurement School

Infrastructure School

Democratic School

Pragmatic School

Fecher & Friesike, “Open Science: One Term, Five Schools of Thought” (2013)

One term, five schools of thought



Open Science: a culture change
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Brian Nosek, “Strategy for Culture Change” (2019)
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Credit for the figure: Brian Nosek, Everett Rogers, Anita Eerland, Alicia Dekker



Open Science (OS)
(sharing research openly)

Research 
Integrity (RI)

(accoding to the 
highest norms)

Equity, diversity, inclusion (EDI)
(fair chances for everyone)

Recognition & 
rewards (R&R) / 

DORA
(responsible research 

assment)

A culture of sharing
(which is recognized 
& rewarded)

An inclusive research 
culture, where we 
prevent systematic 
biases

Transparancy, reproducability, 
RDM, open peer review

A safe research cutlure. Zero 
tolerance towards academic 
bullying, #metoo, etc. 

Replication studies, 
preregistration, 
negative results (and 
the R&R for that)

Bibliodiversiteit, 
Multilingualism, 
Diamond open access

Datastewardship, R&R of 
“support staff”Team science 

Responsible metrics,
Leiden Manifesto

Healthy 
research 
culture
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What is open science?

“Open science is a set of principles and 
practices that aim to make scientific 
research from all fields accessible to 

everyone for the benefits of scientists 
and society as a whole. 

Open science is about making sure not 
only that scientific knowledge is 

accessible but also that the production 
of that knowledge itself is inclusive, 

equitable and sustainable.”
‒ UNESCO Recommendation on open science, 2021



Some recent trends and
developments

The US

Knowledge 
security Generative AI

Equity



The resilience of open science in times of crisis
Threats

1.funding,

2.research infrastructure,

3.academic freedom,

4.safety of members of the 
academic community and

5.disinformation and science 
scepticism.

Jeroen Bosman, 13 May 2025
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› i.meijer@minocw.ml

› i.meijer@cwts.leidenuniv.nl

Thank you for your attention
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