Comics and Stories as a
platform for healing,
empowerment and
community engagement”
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Libraries, stories and
Comics as Care
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Why stories? Why care?

Care today extends far beyond the intimate sphere of At their core, libraries are public institutions built around
family or healthcare. It has become a social and political 2 er)nple t?luthO\;verfulrprlr;]mp\l(e:tt?st I:anl?ﬂgreaf’izzu{d
concept that speaks to the ways communities sustain one etavzl ab © c;devTehyo eff re me t(r:'r? Othat man
another in times of uncertainty and change. Care involves eXtends beyond. 1hey ofter somsthing .y .
attention, empathy, presence, and the recognition that contemporary urban enwronmgnts stru.ggle.to provide: a
individuals do not exist in isolation but within networks of space where people can simply exist without the
mutual dependence. pressure to consume, produce, or perform

Hgman beiqgs understgnd the world throggh Libraries serve as custodians of these narratives,

narratives. §tor|es help us }nterpret c?ur experiences, oreserving both collective memory and individual
Con.nect with others, and |m.ag|ne ditferent futures. expression. Within their shelves, readers encounter

Stories do more than transmit I.<nowledge. They hold voices from distant times and places, discovering
emotional and social space. perspectives that expand their understanding of the

world.
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Our Practice

@ Engaging in arts and culture @ Community Lead

Enabling ‘Positive Social Contact’ Trauma Sensitive

@ Supporting Local Activities @ ldentity Informed

Telling Human Stories
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To advance libraries as centers for healing and social
cohesion, a multifaceted approach is imperative.
Essential steps encompass promoting inclusivity and
diverse programming, cultivating collaborative
alliances, integrating mental health support,
encouraging artistic expression and cultural
engagement, embracing digital access and virtual
interaction, establishing community-centric spaces,
empowering librarians, and advocating for funding and
support.

[ hrough the adoption of these strategies and a
""\_‘dfast recognition of the enduring worth of
§es as vital community assets, libraries will
enrich lives, ignite intellectual curiosity,
he social fabric. As they evolve and
ole as epicenters of community life,
ed to play a pivotal role in fostering
and social cohesion for individuals

embrace 1§
libraries are'§
healing, inclusi\
and C@munities across Europe.
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Thank you for
listening!

www.athenscomicslibrary.gr

f: Athens Comics Library
. athens_comics_library

Email: contact@athenscomicslibrary.gr
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